
AGENDA ITEM NO.  
 
TO:  ENVIRONMENT & ECONOMIC POLICY COMMITTEE –  
  6 SEPTEMBER 2006 
 
SUBJECT: RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDE  
 
FROM: PLANNING AND ENGINEERING 

 
  1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To provide the Members of the Environment & Economic Policy Committee with 

feedback from the Public Consultation and Internal Office Consultation on the 
proposed Residential Design Guide for the District. 

 
1.2 To provide recommendations to the Environment & Economic Policy Committee as 

to the alterations that could be made to the Residential Design Guide prior to the 
submission to the Planning Committee for authorisation of this document. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
  The need for Residential Design Guidance 
 

The District Council have been aware of the need to provide Residential Design 
Guidance in a single document for some time.  Although at the present time  
releasing housing sites in the District is constrained by the Supplementary Planning 
Document “Managing Housing Supply” there is a need to establish design 
standards for the District which will remain in place after the restrictions of 
‘Managing Housing Supply’ in the District has been lifted. 
 
The need has been identified countrywide to raise the standards of design for 
residential properties and a number of national publications and Design Guides 
from other areas have already been published. 
 
The aim of this guide is as follows:- 
 

• To help provide effective solutions to local policies and government guidance 
in respect of acceptable housing provision in the area. 

• Set out an analytical approach to the design of properties and house 
extensions. 

• To maintain local distinctiveness and encourage sympathetic but innovative 
new designs. 

• To provide clear guidance on the way forward for residential planning 
applications and provide understanding between the public, Council and 
developers. 

 
The document was formulated and critically evaluated by a Seminar of Critical 
Friends comprising of laymen and professionals before a draft document was taken 
to Planning Committee in 2005 and approval, given for the document to be taken to 
public consultation.  The draft has been modified following internal consultations 
and was sent out to public consultation in June this year, with comments to be 



received back by 4th August.  Internal consultations were also carried out including 
advice from Environmental Health on bin storage and noise nuisance limitation. 
 
Results of the public consultation and further proposals
 
Following the public consultation, a compilation has been made of comments 
received from all consultees which included local architects, the Amenity Societies, 
statutory consultees, the Conservation Area Advisory Forum and Local Town and 
Parish Councils.   
 
After careful consideration of the comments received as set out in Appendix B, 
recommendations for change to the Design Guide as appended A are included in 
Appendix C.  These recommendations have been compiled taking into account the 
need for the Design Guide to be workable both from a public understanding and the 
Planning Officers finding it a watertight document for their own use. 
 
By the nature of the document there has been a strong representation for more 
detail from amenity bodies and an equally strong representation for a sleek non 
prescriptive document from Architects and Planning professionals. 
 
In conclusion Following the Public Consultation, it has been possible to compile a 
list of consultees’ responses in Appendix B and a list of recommendations from the 
consultation process as in Appendix C. 
 

3. POLICY AND BUDGET FRAMEWORK 
 

There will be no changes to the present Local Plan Policies following the production 
of the Residential Design Guide which is in line with the emerging Local Plan and 
will, on completion, be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance.   
 

4. OUTCOMES REQUIRED 
 

That Members of the Environment & Economic Policy Committee consider the 
outcomes of the Public Consultation and the recommendations made by the 
Planning Officer for modifications to the draft Design Guide. 
 
That the Planning Officer be authorised to produce a final version of the Residential 
Design Guide to be taken to the Planning Committee for authorisation and adoption 
as Supplementary Planning Guidance. 

 
Alan Mayes 

Principal Architect/Planner 
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Areas in District Affected: All 
Executive Portfolio Area and Holder: Councillor Mrs. M. Begg 
 
For further information about this report please contact: 

Contact Officer: Alan Mayes 
Tel: (01926) 456508  (Direct Line) E-Mail - alan.mayes@warwickdc.gov.uk  
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