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SUMMARY

This report provides details of Rural Initiative Grant applications by Bubbenhall
Village Hall towards a replacement kitchen, refurbished toilets, new energy efficient
lighting and ceiling work, and by Leek Wootton Sports and Social Club towards a
new tractor for grass cutting and maintenance of the Village Sports Ground.

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Executive approves Rural Initiatives grants of £9,957 to
Bubbenhall Village Hall as detailed in paragraph 7.1, and £4,000 to Leek Wootton
Sports and Social Club as detailed in paragraph 7.2 supported by Appendices la
and 1b.

REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION
To provide funding to help the schemes progress.
ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED

The Council has only a specific capital budget to provide grants of this nature and
therefore there are no alternatives if the Council is to provide funding for Rural
Initiatives.

Members may choose not to approve the grant funding, or to vary the amount
awarded

BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK

The original budget for the Rural Initiatives Scheme Applications for 2009-10
approved in February 2008 was £100,000. To this has been added £50,400
slippage from 2008/09 as identified at the time of the November and December
monthly budget monitoring exercises. This slippage was approved by the Executive
prior to the Final Accounts report and thus was included in the 2009/10 capital
programme approved by the Council in February 2009.

Taking into account committed expenditure brought forward from 2008/09, prior to
this report, £72,114 of the £150,400 remains to be allocated and if the application
within this report is approved, £58,157 will remain for further applications during
2009/10 as outlined in Appendix 2.

POLICY FRAMEWORK

The assistance provided to applicants under this scheme will contribute to the
Council’'s Objective of targeting resources to the areas of greatest need.

The applications within this report will contribute towards the Corporate Strategy
Objectives (2008-11) in terms of “Development” by contributing towards the
promotion of safe, vibrant and sustainable local communities.
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BACKGROUND
Bubbenhall Village Hall.

Bubbenhall Village Hall Management Committee is applying for a grant towards
the replacement of the kitchen in the Village Hall, refurbished toilets and to
improve the current lighting to make it more energy efficient and add a suspended
ceiling. The current kitchen whilst adequate does not meet modern hygiene
standards. In addition the Committee wish to renovate the toilets because they are
now showing their age as they were installed when the Village Hall was built in
1987 . The Village Hall is used on an almost daily basis by many local
organisations such as Youth groups, guides, brownies, football club, toddlers club,
over 55’s friendly club, computer group etc. It is also serves as a satellite Post
Office, Doctors surgery and physiotherapy clinic as well as holding Parish and
Village Hall meetings and being hired out for children’s parties, weddings etc.

At 31/12/08 the Bubbenhall Village Hall Management Committee had cash in hand
and at bank amounting to £22,463 however this balance has been reduced to
£15,000 as at December 2009 and there are commitments of £2,000 for internal
painting and £2,500 for additional loft insulation and ceiling work.

Bubbenhall Village Hall Management Committee have put aside a reserve of
between £5,000-£10,000 to meet any shortfall if funding from Waste Recycling
Environmental Limited (WREN) is not forthcoming (this is included within their
£15,000 balance).

Additionally their main revenue provider (Sarah Cooke School of Dance) which
makes up 35% of the income revenue could reduce their usage, especially in the
current period of recession and a reserve is kept for this sudden loss if it were to
happen.

It is recommended that the Executive approves the award of a Rural Initiatives
grant to Bubbenhall Village Hall Management Committee of 34% of the total cost
of the project including VAT subject to a maximum payment of £9,957.

Leek Wootton Sports and Social Club

Leek Wootton Sports and Social Club is applying for a grant towards the cost of a
replacement tractor for use in maintenance /grass cutting of the Sports Ground in
Leek Wootton for which they lease of the Parish Council and receive an annual
grant of £400 for its up keep.

The tractor is now sixty years old and is in dire need of replacement.
The Sports Ground is used by many football teams, cricket teams in the summer,
the local rambling club and many casual walkers from the village.

At 31/12/08 the Leek Wootton Sports and Social Club account had cash in hand
and at bank amounting to £6,991 of which they are committing £2,400 towards the
purchase together with a £1,000 trade in on the old tractor.

It is recommended that the Executive approves the award of a Rural Initiatives
grant to Leek Wootton Sports and Social Club of 50% of the total cost of the
project including VAT subject to a maximum payment of £4,000.



