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1. SUMMARY 

 

1.1 This report informs the Executive of the responsibility of every local authority to 
have in place a Committee with power to: 
 

 review and scrutinise, and make reports or recommendations, regarding the 
functioning of the responsible authorities that comprise a Crime and Disorder 
Reduction Partnership (CDRP); and 

 

 scrutinise all activity relating to crime and disorder matters which is 
coordinated/funded at district level 

 
1.2 The new power forms part of the Government’s commitment to strengthen the 

accountability of local CDRPs and enhance the role of local councillors and local 
communities in preventing and reducing crime. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That Council, taking into consideration the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee, adopts the Warwickshire Protocol for Scrutiny of Crime and Disorder. 
 
2.2 That Council, as a temporary measure until a Joint Scrutiny Committee with 

Stratford District Council can be established, amends the remit of the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee, in accordance with the County wide protocol, to include the 
following: 

 
Scrutiny of the local CDRP, including its partnership plan and associated 
performance reports, etc.  

Scrutiny of all activity relating to crime and disorder matters which is coordinated/ 
funded at district level, including: 
 Community Safety (District/Borough Teams) 
 Anti-Social Behaviour (District level strategy implementation/delivery) 
 Community Warden Schemes 
 The contribution of several District/Borough level services, including: 

o Environmental Services 
o Housing 
o Sports and Recreation 
o Licensing 
o Planning 

 Specific projects established and managed at a district level e.g. domestic 
abuse, anti-social behaviour initiatives, acquisitive crime 

 Local delivery of community cohesion and counter terrorism initiatives 
 Safer neighbourhood delivery 
 

 
2.3 The Executive asks the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to establish a joint 

informal working party (of eight members, four from each authority) with SDC to 
work with officers to bring forward proposals to form a joint Scrutiny Committee with 
Stratford on Avon District Council (SDC) responsible for the Scrutiny of Crime and 
Disorder for both WDC and SDC. 

 



 

2.4 The Executive requests the Overview & Scrutiny Committee ask the joint informal 
working party with SDC to consider a report about background information on the 
South Warwickshire CDRP and how it currently operates, how and why it was set 
up, the current agreements in place between WDC and SDC and its performance 
targets and report to the Overview & Scrutiny Committee in April. 

 
2.5 The Overview & Scrutiny Committee be asked to include a report in their workplan, 

from the joint informal working party on the findings at its April meeting to ensure 
the Council complies with the requirements of the Police and Justice Act 2006 with 
effect from 30 April 2009. 

 
3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 There needs to be clarification of the roles of the County Council and District 

Councils with regard to scrutinising crime and disorder, to ensure there is no 
overlap between the two levels of authority. 

 
3.2 The Council currently has a joint CDRP with Stratford District Council and it was 

therefore intended that under the requirement of the Police and Justice Act 2006, 
for the scrutiny of this a joint scrutiny committee would be established. The draft 
regulations for undertaking this work were agreed by Parliament on 8 April 2009 
and the Police and Justice Act 2006 coming into force from 30 April 2009. 

 
3.3 Following the issuing of the regulations discussions were held by officers and a 

protocol, attached at Appendix 1, was produced for consideration by the 
responsible authorities. This was completed by September 2009 and a report was 
produced for consideration by both WDC and SDC on establishing a joint scrutiny 
committee responsible for crime and disorder. This lead to lengthy discussions 
between WCC, SDC, WDC, the Centre for Public Scrutiny and the Home Office 
which concluded in mid January 2010. The conclusion of these discussions was 
that no firm legal authority for establishing a joint scrutiny committee for crime and 
disorder could be found. It is believed that this will be resolved shortly by the Home 
Office, however, at present officers can only recommend that the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee take on the responsibility for the scrutiny of Crime and Disorder 
in the short term. 

 
3.4 The establishment of an informal working party with SDC to discuss the issue of 

establishing a joint scrutiny committee with SDC, as well as the other areas set out 
in paragraph 2.4, will enable the options for establishing a joint committee to be 
considered further before being brought to both Councils for consideration. 

 
3.5 Under the Police and Justice Act 2006, enacted 30 April 2009, the Council is 

required to hold a Scrutiny meeting each year that considers crime and disorder. 
Therefore the Council needs to consider and approve this to enable the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee to consider a report on crime and disorder at their meeting in 
April 2010. 

 



 

4. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 In the short term there are no practicable options available to this Council because 

of the legal requirement for this work to be undertaken once a year. In the Long 
term the Council could put the scrutiny of the CDRP within the remits of its own 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee and not have any arrangements with SDC, but 
as the CDRP is a joint body with SDC, it would be too complicated to separate the 
scrutiny of it between the two Councils. 

 
5. BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK 
 
5.1 All work for the Committee has to be carried out within existing resources. 
 
6. POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
6.1 The work carried out by the Committee helps the Council to improve in line with its 

priority to manage services openly efficiently and effectively.  
 
7. BACKGROUND 
 
7.1 Appendix 1 to the report sets out the proposed protocol for the scrutiny of crime and 

disorder.  This was put together by an officer working group from the relevant 
partners in Warwickshire.  The protocol aims to distinguish between the issue which 
should be scrutinised by the County Council and those which should be scrutinised 
at the District Councils. 

 
7.2 The protocol, attached at Appendix 1, has been agreed by all authorities in 

Warwickshire except Stratford, who will be considering a report on 10 February 
2010, who have been delayed for the same reasons as Warwick District Council.  

 
7.3 In most Councils the scrutiny of the CDRP would fall within the remit of the already 

established Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  However, as WDC has a joint 
CDRP with SDC, the straight forward approach would be for WDC and SDC to 
establish a joint Overview and Scrutiny Committee. Regrettably this is not possible 
at present because of the need to establish clear legal authority for this to take 
place. 

 
7.4 For members information, the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP’s) 

came into being in 1998 following the Crime and Disorder Act (1998).  CDRP’s are 
multi-agency groups responsible for reducing crime and disorder in a local authority 
area.  The responsibility is joint and equal between the multi-agency groups. 

 
7.5 Representatives from WDC & SDC make up the CDRP along with the following 

responsible authorities:  
 

 Warwickshire County Council 

 Warwickshire Police 

 Warwickshire Police Authority 

 Primary Care Trust 

 Warwickshire Fire and Rescue 

 Warwickshire Probation Service 
 



 

7.6 Following years of successful co-operation and identical priorities, the CDRP’s for 
WDC and SDC were formally merged on 12 September 2008, becoming South 
Warwickshire Crime and Disorder Partnership (SWCDRP). 

 
7.7 The SWCDRP has 3 levels.  The first is the strategic level (Strategic Management 

Board).  This group meets 6 monthly based on two key tasks, these being receiving 
and adopting a strategic assessment and agreeing priorities and monitoring 
performance.  This group is supported by a Senior Officer Group (responsible 
Authorities Executive Group) which also meets 6 monthly.  The third level is the 
operational group which meets monthly. 


