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Chief Executive n/a
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2.1

2.2

2.3

RECOMMENDATION

Members are asked to consider suggestions for the modification of the venue for
driver medicals, signs on vehicles and wheelchair compliant hackney carriages.

REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION

The changes are recommended to the Committee in the light of consultation with
and suggestions from licensed drivers.

Driver medicals:

At present, driver medicals are conducted by a company called, “Driver Medicals”.
At a meeting of the Warwick District Hackney Carriage Drivers Association, the
Committee suggested drivers should be able to approach their own doctors to
complete the necessary medical report forms. Officers do not see a problem with
this. It has also been suggested that Croft Medical Centre is a suitable place to
carry out such medicals. Officers have visited the centre and concur that it is a
thoroughly professional clinic and is able to offer the service that is required.

Proposal:

That drivers should be allowed to make their own choice of Driver Medicals, Croft
Medical Centre or their own doctor to have their medicals carried out.

Signs on vehicles

Private hire vehicles have had the following condition attached to their licences:

Signs, Notices, etc

Signs not exceeding 50cm long and 25cm high may be displayed on the front
doors of the vehicle, which may contain the following:

e Name of operator
e Telephone number of operator
e The words “Advance bookings only”.

The sign may be attached by means of transfer, and must be submitted for
approval by the Council before being used. Magnetic easily removable signs
will not be permitted.

Under no circumstances may the vehicle be fitted with a roof sign

Further signs will not be allowed on vehicles.
Hackney carriages have the following condition attached to their licences:

Signs, Notices, Etc

The vehicle must display a fixed roof sign with the word “TAXI”, which must
be illuminated only when plying for hire.
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THE TAXI ROOF SIGN MAY ONLY BE REMOVED WITH PERMISSION OF THE
COUNCIL.

Additionally, signs not exceeding 50cm long and 25cm high may be displayed
on the front doors of the vehicle, which may contain the following:

e Name of the proprietor
e Telephone number of proprietor

The sign may be attached by means of transfer, and must be submitted for
approval by the Council before being used. Magnetic easily removable signs
will not be permitted.

Further signs will not be allowed on vehicles.

Until the meeting of the Regulatory Committee on 24th January 2007, anyone that
wanted to put any notices on their vehicle had to apply to the Committee for
permission to put any other writing or advertisements on their vehicles. The
Committee decided that, in the interest of fairness, it would be sensible to prohibit
any additional signs or advertising and to delegate officers to refuse any future
applications for advertising/signs. The reasoning behind this was that, at one
meeting one group of Members may decide to allow the advertising and at another
meeting a group of different Councillors may refuse another one. This may be
because of substitutes or varying attendees.

At present, there are numerous licensed vehicles with signs and advertisements
that haven't been sanctioned by officers or the Committee.

Decisions required:

Either

(a) Ratify the previous Committee’s decisions and not permit any signs on vehicles
that do not conform to those described in the conditions of the licence; or

(b) Permit limited signage on the rear of the vehicle, for example. If this is the case,
a limit of what should be displayed is required and the height of the letters
permitted to be used. For example, “The company name and telephone number or
web site address.”

Officers have no recommendation or views on the Committee’s decision, save to
say that, for safety reasons, no writing or signs of any kind be permitted on any
glass areas of the vehicles.

Wheelchair accessible vehicles

At a meeting of the Regulatory Committee on 30th July 2007, a report was
submitted by officers suggesting that the remaining none wheelchair compliant
vehicles that remained licensed by the District should become wheelchair
compliant after 1st January 2008. This would be done over a period of time when
vehicles were replaced for reasons of age or any other reason.
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4.1

5.1

The decision was challenged by both driver groups and the National Association of
Private Hire Drivers on the grounds that both insufficient consultation was
conducted by officers, and that the legislation issued by the Department for
Transport was not finalised and implemented yet.

Officers have now consulted with eleven disability organisations, but, at the time of
writing this report, no replies have been received.

Proposal

That the previous Committee’s decision not be implemented until the legislation has
been clarified fully and full consultation conducted.

Officers will report back to the Committee when more information is available.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

No alternatives may be considered.

BUGETARY FRAMEWORK

This report has no budgetary considerations for the Council.

POLICY FRAMEWORK

The conditions will be added to any hackney carriage licence issued to horse
drawn carriages.



	 

