WARWICK DISTRICT TOWNS CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 16" NOVEMBER 2006

WARWICK DISTRICT TOWNS
CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM

Present: Councillor Mrs. C. Hodgetts, Councillor B. Gifford, Councillor R. Smith,
Councillor J. Hatfield, Mrs. R. Bennion, Mr. J. Turner, Mr. L. Cave, Mr. P.
Edwards, Mr. O. Brock

Apologies: Mr. M. Sullivan
Substitute Members:  None

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Oliver Brock representing the Coventry and
Warwickshire Society of Chartered Architects.

A record of the proceedings of the previous meeting were accepted as a correct
record.

There were two referrals:-

10 & 12 Adelaide Road — Councillor Gifford pointed out that he would be speaking as
a Ward Councillor and could also represent the concerns of the Conservation Area
Advisory Forum.

6 High Street, Kenilworth — The Clarendon House Hotel. Mrs. lllingworth pointed
out that she had asked about the hanging sign which is the only item that CAAF
objected to and had been told that the advertisement on the sign itself was not
controllable.

An update on previous applications was circulated. Mr. Turner expressed concern
that 5 Castle Street had been granted. (This was an error — no decision had been
made at the time of the meeting.)

Leamington ltems

1. W06/1573 — 91 Upper Holly Walk, Leamington Spa
Erection of garage after demolition of existing and amendments to
existing elevations

The garage itself was considered to be an appropriate form of construction. It
was felt there should be some negotiation in terms of introducing some more
planted areas around the turning circle, particularly as a large laurel bush
needed to be removed to access the new garage. Concerns were expressed
that there was too much hardstanding in the garden at present. Concerns
were also expressed at the large opening to be created in the rear elevation,
which it was felt was a non traditional form of French door in this type of
house.
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2.

WO06/1661 — Adj. 16 Court Street, Leamington Spa
Erection of pigeon cote

Councillor Gifford left the room for this item. Concerns were expressed about
the design of the pigeon cote and it was suggested that a steeper pitched roof
or possibly a construction with a gabled end with a steeper pitched roof might
be more acceptable. There were also concerns about the openness of the
base of the construction which could possibly have more struts or visible
supports.

W06/1666 — 18 Regent Street, Leamington Spa

General refurbishment; insertion of new windows and internal changes
to form lock up shop unit with basement, office unit and two bedroom
first floor flat

There were no objections to the actual uses for the building which were felt to
be acceptable. The use of a balcony at the rear was not felt to be appropriate
as it overlooked neighbouring properties. It was felt to be more appropriate to
reinstate a traditional sash window. It was also suggested that the sink unit
and kitchen could then be placed at the rear end of the room thus freeing up
the front window onto Regent Street for the sitting room. It was pointed out
that the new side window to the office at ground floor level overlooked the
neighbours property and that this would need to be obscured with glass.

WO06/1679 — 4-6 Victoria Terrace, Leamington Spa

Change of use of basement, ground and first floor from restaurant
(Class A3) to mixed use as restaurant/bar (Classes A3 and A4) to include
lounge bar on the first floor

Significant concerns were expressed at the use of the upper floor as a lounge
bar as it was felt that people would open the windows at first floor level in the
summer and also spread out onto the balcony which would be unacceptable
in this location as there are dwellings adjacent and further along in the
terrace. It was felt that this use would detract from the overall quality of the
building. Concerns were expressed that the drawings were inadequate and
no plans of the basement had been included.

WO06/1689 — 45 Warwick Street, Leamington Spa
Display of internally illuminated fascia lettering and menu boards and
externally illuminated projecting sign

A photograph as shown of lettering as erected on the building without the
benefit of planning permission. However, this did vary from the drawings
which had been submitted with the application. In terms of the submitted
drawings, it was felt the lettering was too large which said Ko Ko’s and should
be reduced to 300 mm and should be of a type of lettering with the same front
and sidewall construction with only halo illumination at the rear. It was felt
that the words Ko Ko should be placed in the centre of the fascia between
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console blocks and that the words ‘dancing, eating and drinking’ should be
omitted from the fascia signs altogether. It was felt the hanging signs were
too high and should relate more to the fascia. In terms of what had been
erected already, the console blocks had been omitted from the fascia and the
lettering is not in the same location as on the application, also the hanging
signs are larger than on the application. It was, therefore, recommended that
enforcement action needed to be taken about the already erected signage
and hanging signs.

6. WO06/1718LB /1719 — United Reform Church, Spencer Street, Leamington
Spa
Part demolition, conversion, refurbishment and extension of building to
use as theatre and associated facilities

The idea of turning the building into a theatre was welcomed as this was
thought to be a very appropriate use. It was suggested the legal position
concerning the burials in the basement and burials to the rear of the building
needed to be checked out.

In terms of the basement, it was felt that a full structural appraisal was needed
to ensure that the amount of structure proposed could be properly removed
and the barrel vaulted ceiling retained. It was felt that possibly more brickwork
should be retained if possible. The ventilation from the basement was also
considered as there did not appear to be any form of ventilation equipment
shown. It was felt that there should be some access from the basement in the
bar to Spencers Yard for audiences to use on a summer evening.

It was felt that there would need to be a lot of items of detail such as internal
lighting, air conditioning, windows curtaining that which further details needed
to be requested.

There was significant concern about the style of the new extension to the
building. Although the roof is described as a mansard, it is not a true mansard
but just vertical cladding to the building. It was felt that this had far too
horizontal emphasis whilst the main building has a strong vertical emphasis.
It was felt that a brick extension with stronger vertical emphasis reflecting the
existing style would be more appropriate. It was also suggested that possibly
some of the cast iron window frames could be reused in the new building.
There was a strong feeling that the external element of the new building
needed to be reconsidered in architectural terms as it would have a strong
influence on the character of Spencers Yard which is essentially a brick area
with strong detailing, maintaining traditional Victorian windows. Details such
as external lighting still needed to be resolved.
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7. W06/1203 — 6 Bedford Street, Leamington Spa
Second floor extension to form drama studio and external alteration
including new shopfront

It was felt the new elevation to Windsor Place altered the character of the
existing building as more vertical emphasis had been placed on it and this
increased the tunnel effect along Windsor Place. It was felt that the mansard
was an appropriate way of terminating the building into Bedford Street,
however, some reconsideration of the treatment of Windsor Place was felt
necessary. Concerns were also expressed that this was rather
overdevelopment of this small site.

8. WO06/1723 — 22-24 Parade, Leamington Spa (Tesco)
Proposed new signage to Parade and Tavistock Street elevation

Concerns were expressed that there would be more blanked out windows for
which adequate detailing of the finished objective had not been put forward.

It was to be welcomed that the blue blanking out was to be removed,
however, further details of what it was to be replaced with are required. It was
suggested that it may be more appropriate to open up the window so that the
public can see into the shop with just minimum signage on each window.
Concerns were expressed at the scale of the welcome panel and the scale of
the panel around the ATM, both of which required further details. The use of
underlining additional blips on the window were all considered inappropriate,
particularly as this is a Grade II* Listed Building.

Warwick Items

9. WO06/1683LB - 52 Bridge End, Warwick
Erection of single storey and two storey extensions and conversion of
roofspace above garage and internal alteration

It was felt the alterations to the rear of the building were too significant on a
Listed Building and did not improve the rear elevation of the building.
Concerns were expressed at the glass box to be placed on the rear together
with the bay window and the use of render which is not traditional in this part
of Warwick. Concerns were expressed that the garage is to be converted
into accommodation retaining false garage doors. It was pointed out that this
may in the future be turned into a separate house. It was also noted that
alterations were proposed to the chimneys which it was felt would be a pity as
these are good brick chimneys probably added during the Victorian period.

10. WO06/1690 — Woolworths Plc, Market Street, Warwick
Installation of ATM cash machine

There were no objections to the installation of the cash machine, however,
there were some concerns at the bright colours to be used around it.



WARWICK DISTRICT TOWNS CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 16'™" NOVEMBER 2006
Kenilworth ltems

11. WO06/1591 — Kenilworth Castle, Castle Green, Kenilworth
Display of additional information sign at car park entrance

Generally this was considered acceptable, although there was a suggestion
that the signs could be fixed to the railings although it was pointed out these

may not then be visible or could obstruct visibility of cars leaving the car park,
so the positions as shown are probably the best.

Date of Next Meeting

7" December 2006.
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