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AGENDA ITEM NO 6 
 
 
 
TO:  REGULATORY COMMITTEE - 17 NOVEMBER 2003 
 

 
SUBJECT: FITNESS OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES  
 
 
FROM: MEMBERS’ SERVICES 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
1.          PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To authorise Douglas Day, the new Licensing Enforcement Officer to inspect 

hackney carriages and private hire vehicles and to suspend vehicle licenses for 
vehicles that are not fit. 

  
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Section 68 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 

provides that any authorised officer of the Council, or any Constable, shall have 
power at all reasonable times to inspect and test, for the purposes of ascertaining 
its fitness, any hackney carriage or private hire vehicle licensed by the District 
Council, or any taxi meter affixed to such a vehicle, and if he is not satisfied as to 
the fitness of the hackney carriage or private hire vehicle, or as to the accuracy of 
its taxi meter he may by notice in writing require the proprietor of the hackney 
carriage or private hire vehicle to make it or its taxi meter available for further 
inspection and testing at such reasonable time and place as may be specified in 
the notice and suspend the vehicle licence until such time as such authorised 
officer or Constable is so satisfied. Provided that, if the authorised officer or 
Constable is not so satisfied before the expiration of a period of two months, the 
said licence shall be deemed to have been revoked.  

 
2.2 The new Licensing Enforcement Officer, Douglas Day, will need authorising as 

he will be the officer responsible for ensuring the fitness of hackney carriage and 
private hire vehicles. 
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3. DECISIONS REQUIRED 
 
3.1 Members are asked to recommend to Standards Committee that the Constitution 

be amended to include in the Scheme of Delegation to Officers an authorisation 
for Douglas Day, Licensing Enforcement Officer, to serve Notices under Section 
68 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.   

 
 
 
 

Colin Tubbs 
Senior Committee Services and Licensing Officer 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS  

 

NIL 
 
 
Areas and the District Affected:  N/A 
Key Decision:    N/A 
Included in Forward Plan:  N/A 
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For further information about this report please contact: 
 
    Contact Officer: Colin Tubbs 
 
 Tel:  (01926) 456101 (Direct Line) 
 
 E-mail   colin.tubbs@warwickdc.gov.uk 
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