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Public consultation was held at Leamington Spa Town Hall on 12 November 2015. The 

event was advertised on the Council’s website and a press release sent to local media 
sources. In addition, over 700 invitations were sent by email to Councillors, registered 
individuals and interest groups.  The event was held from 9am to 7pm and was 

steadily attended.  19 formal representations were made and 10 minor revisions to 
the design guidance document have been incorporated. The design guidance needs 

now to be formally endorsed by Warwick District Council.  The document can be 
accessed at;  
 

 
 

Final Decision? Yes 

Suggested next steps (if not final decision please set out below) 

 
 

 
  

http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20434/supplementary_planning_guidan

ce/1046/design_guidance_for_the_south_of_royal_leamington_spa_and_w

arwick 

 

http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20434/supplementary_planning_guidance/1046/design_guidance_for_the_south_of_royal_leamington_spa_and_warwick
http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20434/supplementary_planning_guidance/1046/design_guidance_for_the_south_of_royal_leamington_spa_and_warwick
http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/info/20434/supplementary_planning_guidance/1046/design_guidance_for_the_south_of_royal_leamington_spa_and_warwick
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1. Summary 
 

1.1 The design guidance for the Strategic Urban Extension, south of Royal 
Leamington Spa and Warwick (February 2016) has been prepared by 

White Young Green (WYG) on behalf of Warwick District Council. Its 
purpose is to ensure that new housing development, as designated in the 
Publication Draft Local Plan 2014, comes forward in accordance with the 

garden suburb ambitions for this area (Appendix 1 : Plan A - Strategic 
Urban Extension Area).  

 
1.2 The guidance will help to support the preparation and determination of 

future planning applications. It provides a greater level of site specific 

detail than the earlier prospectus document; “Garden Towns, Villages and 
Suburbs: A prospectus for Warwick District Council, May 2012”.  It will 

help inform the development process and provide greater clarity on how a 
new garden suburb might look and perform. 
 

1.3 This guidance will be a ‘best practice’ reference document for Warwick 
District Council and Warwickshire County Council; (the relevant 

organisations that are involved in the determination of planning 
applications within the Strategic Urban Extension area); the developers, 

house builders and designers who will be pursuing applications within the 
extension area; and interested parties, such as local residents and 
stakeholders. 

 
2 Recommendation 

 
2.1 That Executive endorses the design guidance for the Strategic Urban 

Extension, south of Royal Leamington Spa and Warwick (February 2016) 

as a ‘best practice’ document and acknowledges its supporting role in the 
future decision making process with regards to planning applications 

affecting the Strategic Urban Extension area. 
 
3. Reasons for the Recommendation 

 
3.1 The guidance document supports the Council’s intention to adopt a 

proactive and coordinated approach to delivering housing growth and 
related infrastructure. As such, it will enable a positive contribution to be 
made towards the Council’s ‘Fit for the Future’ policy, and specifically to 

accord with a strategic vision to make Warwick District a great place to 
live, work and visit.  

 
3.2 Previously, the vision outlined in ‘Garden Towns, Villages and Suburbs; A 

Prospectus for Warwick District Council’ (May 2012), provided a basis for 

future development, illustrating the overarching principles of garden 
suburbs and neighbourhoods.  

 
3.3 Given the scale of new housing growth to the south of Leamington Spa 

and Warwick more detailed guidance is required to actively steer 

forthcoming planning applications. This design guidance is intended to 
provide greater clarity as more detailed proposals are brought forward. 

However, it is important that there is flexibility built in to respond to 
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changing needs of the community, market conditions or changes in policy 
over the lifetime of the document. 

 
3.4  Arising from the public consultation event Council Officers and WYG 

assessed each representation related to the design guidance. It is Officer’s 
opinion that no substantial changes were required. Where relevant 10 
minor revisions have been made to the document dated November 2015. 

In addition, each person who completed a feedback form or submitted a 
response by email has been provided with a full reply.    

 
4. Policy Framework 

 

4.1 Section 7 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) places an 
emphasis on the importance to plan positively for the achievement of high 

quality and inclusive design for all development. Furthermore the policy 
encourages Local Planning Authorities (LPA’s) to consider using design 
codes to help deliver high quality outcomes provided that they 

concentrate on guiding the overall scale, density, massing, height, 
landscape, layout, materials and access of new developments. 

 
4.3  The Council’s Publication Draft Local Plan 2014 aims to shape how the 

District will develop up to 2029. The Strategic Urban Extension is allocated 
at Policy DS11; with further policies DS15 (Comprehensive Development 
of Strategic Sites), BE1 (Layout & Design) and BE2 (Developing Strategic 

Housing Sites) providing further clarity. 
 

4.2 The LPA has worked closely with partner organisations, developers and 
stakeholders to ensure that the guidance document is in general 
conformity with the strategic policies in the emerging new Local Plan.  

 
4.3  The guidance provides a consistent approach to help deliver new housing 

growth across the Strategic Urban Extension. It is in line with the Council’s 
‘Fit for the Future’ Strategy’, as the end result will contribute towards the 
vision for the district as a great place to live, work and visit. The level of 

new development in this area will have the potential to bring improved 
prosperity, housing, health and wellbeing, community protection and 

sustainability. 
 
4.4 Impact Assessments – : there are no significant policy changes arising 

from this report that have an impact on equalities. 
 

5. Budgetary Framework 
 
5.1 Funding resources are covered within existing budgets. 

 

6. Risks 

 
6.1 Failure to endorse the design guidance for the Strategic Urban Extension 

could increase the risk of proposals coming forward that do not conform to 

the garden suburb approach and consequently do not create the high 
quality living environment we have thrived to achieve.  
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7. Alternative Option(s) considered 
 

7.1 An existing document; ‘Garden Towns, Villages and Suburbs; A Prospectus 
for Warwick District Council’ (May 2012) provided a basis for future 

development, illustrating the overarching principles of garden suburbs and 
neighbourhoods. However, greater clarity is required given the significant 
housing proposals that are being brought forward across the Strategic 

Urban Extension. Endorsing more specifically related and detailed 
guidance is considered the most suitable option to support. 
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Appendix 1 : Plan A - Strategic Urban Extension Area 
 

 


