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1. SUMMARY 

 

1.1.1 The Council’s external auditors are required to audit several grants and returns that 
are prepared by council officers each year. A separate report has been issued on 
these claims and returns relating to 2010/11. 

 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 The Committee considers the Certification of Claims and Returns – Annual Report 

and if necessary agrees any further information required from either officers or the 
Council’s auditors. 

 
3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 The Certification of claims and returns – annual report should be considered by the 

Finance and Audit Scrutiny Committee. The external auditors will be present at the 
meeting to discuss the report and answer any questions. 

 
3.2 Of the nine claims referred to in the report, only two required any amendment. The 

report draws attention to how well the audit of the claims went, especially with 
regard to the Benefits and AWM claims. No claims have been subject to a 
qualification letter. Of particular note is the Benefit claim not being subject to a 
qualification; given the complexity of this claim, these claims are frequently 
qualified. 

 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 No alternatives are proposed as it is within the remit of the Committee to consider 

reports from the external auditors. 
 
5. BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK 
 
5.1 Overall, the cost of the grants audits has reduced by £22,000 from 2009/10. Whilst 

this may be partly explained by fewer claims (notably for AWM), overall the auditors 
have been able to place more reliance on officers’ work, and work within the core 
audit.  

 

6. POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
6.1 Bringing this report to members’ attention is recognised as good governance.  


