ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMIC
POLICY COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6 September 2006, at the Town Hall,
Royal Leamington Spa at 6.00 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillor Mrs Compton (Chairman); Councillors Mrs Blacklock,

Copping, Mrs Edwards and Mrs Knight.

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs Begg and Councillor
Holland

392.

393.

394.

395.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on the 19 July 2006 were taken as read and
signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

OAKLEY WOOD BIOMASS PROPOSAL

The Committee received a report from the Head of Property Services seeking
the Committee’s support for a biomass proposal for the crematorium which was
to be considered by the Executive on 23 October 2006.

Details of the proposal were set out in the report. Members of the Committee,
and other members of the Council, received additional information about
biomass via a presentation immediately before the meeting

RESOLVED that the biomass proposals be
enthusiastically supported and the Executive be strongly
recommended to approve them.

RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDE

The Committee received a report from Planning and Engineering giving details
of the results of the public consultation on the proposed Residential Design
Guide for Warwick District.

The Council had, for some time, been aware of the need to provide residential
design guidance in a single document. Although, at the present time releasing
housing sites in the District was constrained by the Supplementary Planning
Document “Managing Housing Supply” there was a need to establish design
standards for the District which would remain in place after the restrictions of
‘Managing Housing Supply’ had been lifted.

The need had been identified countrywide to raise the standards of design for
residential properties and a number of national publications and Design Guides
from other areas had already been published.
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ENVIRONMENT AND ECONOMIC POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES (Continued)

The aim of this guide was as follows:-

e To help provide effective solutions to local policies and government
guidance in respect of acceptable housing provision in the area.
e Set out an analytical approach to the design of properties and house

extensions.

e To maintain local distinctiveness and encourage sympathetic but
innovative new designs.

e To provide clear guidance on the way forward for residential planning
applications and provide understanding between the public, Council and

developers.

Following the public consultation, a compilation had been made of comments
received from all consultees which included local architects, the Amenity
Societies, statutory consultees, the Conservation Area Advisory Forum and
Local Town and Parish Councils and a copy of the compilation was circulated

with the report

After careful consideration of the comments received, recommendations for
changes to the Design Guide were made and were circulated with the report.

RESOLVED that

(1)

(@)

396. WORK PLAN

the draft Guide be changed in accordance with
the matters circulated with the report and the
comments made by members and re-submitted to
the meeting of this Committee on 18 October
2006; and

before the revised draft guidance is finalised,
members of this Committee, together with
members from the Planning Committee, visit sites
to be chosen by the officers which give examples
of good and bad design.

The Committee considered its work plan for 2006/07.

RESOLVED that the following amendments be made to
the plan:

(1)

(2)

the completion date for the first two items (Food
safety inspections and air quality action plan) be
shown as February 2007,

the completion date for Affordable Housing be
amended to December 2006; and
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397.

398.

399.

(3) the next report date for the item on Residential
Design Guide be amended to show 18 October
2006

RENEWAL OF MAJOR CONTRACTS

The Committee received a report from the Corporate Management Team
enabling members to identify any other questions or issues that could be
included in a leaflet being prepared detailing the future arrangements for Waste
Disposal.

RESOLVED that no comments be made on the leaflet.

PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that under Section 100A of the Local Government
Act 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for
the following two items by reason of the likely disclosure of
exempt information within paragraph 3 of Schedule 12A of the
Local Government Act 1972.

TENDER PROCESS FOR MARKET CONTRACT

The Committee received a report from Leisure and Amenities on the process
for awarding the market contract.

At the last meeting of this Committee members had heard from the current
market operator about the way markets had changed over the past 10 years.
Members had also asked questions about how the current markets were
managed and what future the market operator thought there might be for
markets in the District.

The Executive had agreed the programme to be followed in awarding the
contract at their meeting in June 2006. A copy of the programme was circulated
with the report. Details of the response to the advertisement seeking
expressions of interest were set out in the report.

RESOLVED that the Executive be recommended to follow the
process for awarding the contract as outlined in the report.

(The meeting ended at 8.05 pm)

300



