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SUMMARY

Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 19 June 2012 agreed their Work
Programme 2012 which included establishing a task and finish group at the
September meeting to review the dog control orders.

This report provides an outline of what has happened since the implementation
of the orders and invites Members to decide how they wish to take this forward.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Committee considers the scope and membership of a Task and Finish
Group to review the dog control orders

REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION

To deliver the Committee’s Work Programme 2012.

ALTERNATIVE OPTION(S) CONSIDERED

Not to establish a Task and Finish Group.

BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK

All work for the Committee has to be carried out within existing resources.
POLICY FRAMEWORK

The work carried out by the Committee helps the Council to improve in line
with its priority to manage services openly, efficiently and effectively.

BACKGROUND

Following considerable debate by this Committee, the Executive and full
Council, four Dog Control Orders were implemented on 21 November 2011.
This followed a statutory process of public consultation and advertising as
prescribed in the Dog Control Orders (Procedures) Regulations 2006. In
summary the Orders are:

The Fouling of Land by Dogs (Warwick District Council) Order 2011

To remove faeces deposited by their dog from any land to which the public
have access in the Warwick District and which is open to the air (including land
which is covered but open to the air on at least one side).

The Dogs on Leads (Warwick District Council) Order 2011

To keep a dog on a lead at all times in

- Jephson Gardens

- Leamington Cemetery

- Milverton Cemetery

- Kenilworth Cemetery

- The length of the public footpath as it crosses Newbold Comyn Golf Course

- All other sports grounds, fields and pitches not subject to the Dogs
Exclusion Order when in use for authorised sporting facilities
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7.4

The Dogs on Leads by Direction (Warwick District Council) Order 2011

To keep a dog on a lead when told to do so by an authorised officer on any land
to which the public have access in the Warwick District and which is open to the
air (including land which is covered but open to the air on at least one side).

The Dogs Exclusion (Warwick District Council) Order 2011

To prohibit anyone from taking dogs into

- Any clearly demarcated children’s play area, paddling pool, bowling green,
multi use game area, tennis court, or putting green signed as a “dog
exclusion zone”

- The main racetrack surface at Warwick Racecourse except when directly
crossing the track at the designated access points

- Mid-Warwickshire (Oakley Wood) Crematorium excluding the car park areas
when used to directly access Oakley Wood.

Enforcement of the Orders to date has largely fallen to the Council’s one Dog
Warden who has tried to target known *hot spots’. Two fixed penalty notices
have been issued for offences under the Fouling of Land by Dogs Order and
one instruction is being prepared under the Dogs on Leads by Direction Order.
Enforcement of the Dogs Exclusion Order has been regularly frustrated by
vandalism and removal of the signs. This has been a particular problem at
Eagle Recreation Ground and Warwick Racecourse. Compliance in Jephson
Gardens has been monitored by the Park Ranger and weekly reports are
submitted to the Dog Warden to action as appropriate.

Since implementation, representations have been received from Members and
the general public to extend the Orders, notably to

closed churchyards

other church graveyards

all children’s play areas

- Pageant Garden, Warwick

- green area around Buckden Close, Woodloes Park, Warwick

- park area in the corner of Highcroft Crescent, Leamington Spa

Concern has also been expressed that the Dogs on Leads Order does not
prescribe a maximum length of lead and owners can still cause nuisance by the
use of extending leads, especially in the cemeteries.

In considering the scope of a scrutiny review therefore, Members may wish to
include
e the areas currently covered by the Orders and any amendments which
should be put forward to the Council
¢ the effectiveness of enforcement and the resources available
e the Council’s approach to promoting responsible dog ownership
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