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REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 19 February 2004,  at the Town Hall, 
Royal Leamington Spa, at 10.00 am. 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Mrs McFarland (Chair); Councillors Butler, Mrs Goode, 

Harris, Mrs Knight, Kundi and Windybank. 
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Coker. 
 
931. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 Minute Number 932 - Application for Renewal of Public Entertainments 

Licence – The Willoughby, Augusta Place, Leamington Spa 
 
 Councillors Mrs Goode and Kundi declared personal interests because they 

were members of the Royal Leamington Spa Town Council.  They did not, 
however, take part in the decision by the Town Council to object to this 
application. 

 
932. APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS LICENCE 

– THE WILLOUGHBY, AUGUSTA PLACE, LEAMINGTON SPA 
 
 A report from Members’ Services was submitted on an application for the 

renewal of the public entertainments licence for the above premises, which 
had been issued for a six month trial period from July to December 2003. 

 
 At a meeting held in April 2003, the Committee had approved an application 

for a public entertainments licence for the above premises, for a six month 
trial period subject to the Council’s standard conditions but with permitted 
hours of 6.00 pm to 11.00 pm each evening, (the application had been for a 
licence to allow music and dancing from 11.00 am to 1.00 am Monday to 
Saturday, 12.00 noon to 12.00 midnight on normal Sundays and 12.00 noon 
to 1.00 am on Sundays preceding Bank Holidays except Easter), and subject 
to the following additional conditions:- 
 
(1) noise mitigation measures be adopted to the satisfaction of the 

Environmental Health Officer.  These should include the insulation of 
extractor fan openings and the closure of doors and windows whilst 
music is being played, if this is likely to allow the omission of noise into 
the street; 

 
(2) security lighting at the rear of the premises be only operated whilst 

access is required to fire escape routes in emergency situations;  and 
 
(3) activity in the rear yard, (e.g. emptying of bins, bottle storage, etc.), 

shall not take place after the premises are closed at 11.00 pm nor 
before 8.00 am Monday to Saturday, or 9.00 am on Sunday. 

 
The applicant had to carry out certain works to the premises and a licence 
was not issued until 18 July.  The trial period ran to 18 December 2003. 
 
An application had been received from one of the objectors to the grant of the 
original licence for the trial period to be cut short.  However, the Committee  
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considered this request in October 2003 and decided that it would be 
inappropriate at that stage to cut short the trial period.  
 
Consultation had taken place on the application to renew the licence and a 
number of letters and e-mails had been received.  It had been intended that 
the application should be considered in January, but the main objector had 
not been available on the date chosen.  It had been adjourned, therefore, until 
19 February so the objector could attend. 
 
Copies of the e-mails and letters that had been received as a result of the 
consultation were circulated with the agenda.   
 
A copy of a letter from Solicitors acting for the applicant was also circulated 
with the agenda, together with a copy of the submissions he intended to make 
at the meeting. 
 
Mr Goddard-Pickett attended the meeting to speak on behalf of CLARA. 
 
Doctor and Mrs Cave attended the meeting to speak on their objections. 
 
Mrs Watkins attended the meeting to speak on the objection by the 
Leamington Society.   
 
Mr Nash attended the meeting to speak on the objection from the Leamington 
Town Council. 
 
Richard Hall, Divisional Environmental Health Officer, attended the meeting to 
speak in support of his objection. 
 
The joint applicants, Andrew Liddington and Jonathan Moreby, attended the 
meeting together with their Counsel, Brett Stephenson. 
 
The Chair introduced herself, Members of the Committee and Officers and 
asked all those present to introduce themselves. 
 
She then explained the procedure for dealing with the application and no 
comments were received. 
 
In accordance with the procedure, Mr Stephenson introduced the application 
and asked questions of Mr Liddington and Mr Moreby. 
 
Messrs Stephenson, Liddington and Moreby then answered questions from 
Members, David Elliott the Council’s Solicitor,  Richard Hall Divisional 
Environmental Health Officer, and the objectors.  
 
Mrs Cave then addressed the Committee in support of her objection and 
answered questions from Members and from Mr Stephenson. 
 
Doctor Cave then addressed the Committee in support of his objection and 
answered questions from Members and Mr Stephenson. 
 
Mr Nash then addressed the Committee in support of the objection from the 
Town Council and answered questions from Mr Stephenson. 
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Mrs Watkins then addressed the Committee in support of the objection from 
the Leamington Society.  With the consent of Mr Goddard-Pickett, she also 
addressed the Committee in support of CLARA.  Mrs Watkins then answered 
questions from Members. 
 
The objectors were then given the opportunity to sum up and Doctor Cave did 
so. 
 
Mr Goddard-Pickett began to sum up when it was realised that Richard Hall 
had not addressed the Committee in support of his objection. 
 
Richard Hall then addressed the Committee in support of his objection and 
answered questions from Members and from Mr Stephenson. 
 
The objectors were then offered the opportunity to sum up again, taking into 
account Mr Hall’s eveidence, but they all declined except Mr Goddard-Pickett 
who did so. 
 
Mr Stephenson then summed up. 
 

RESOLVED  that under Section 100A of the Local Government 
Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the meeting 
during discussion of this application, by reason of the likely 
disclosure of exempt information within paragraph 12 of Part 1 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

The Committee considered all the information presented to it and received 
advice from the Officers on various matters, including the Human Rights Act 
1998. 
 

 RESOLVED that  
 
(1) it be accepted that the position has improved since 

January and that in the circumstances the licence be 
renewed for a further trial period of six months, 
commencing on the date of this meeting, subject to the 
same conditions as the expiring licence;  and 

 
(2) the applicant be reminded that the Noise Abatement 

Notice has not been withdrawn and that the Council will 
be monitoring the situation during the six months trial 
period and will give serious consideration to any 
problems which might arise when the licence comes up 
for renewal. 

 
(The meeting ended at 2.05 pm) 

   
 
 
 
 
 
I:\secs\members\Minutes\reg 192.doc 


