WARWICK DISTRICT TOWNS
CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM

MINUTES OF THE CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM
RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 24 MAY 2007/

PRESENT: Councillor Ms J Dean

Councillor N Pittarello
Mr P Edwards

Mr L Cave

Mr M Sullivan

Mr O Brock

Mr J Baxter

Mr J Turner

APOLOGIES: Councillor M Kinson

Mrs J lllingworth
Mrs R Benyon

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

As there were only two elected members present, it was agreed to postpone the election of a
Chairman until the next meeting. It was agreed that Councillor Dean should act as chairman for the
evening.

The record of the previous meeting was accepted as a correct record and an update of the previous
applications were circulated.

It was requested that the applications for Station House and the Bath Assembly Rooms, if
substantially altered from the original application, should be put forward for second consultation, at
the discretion of the chairman.

LEAMINGTON SPA ITEMS

1.

WO07/0622. Star and Garter, 2-6 Warwick Street, Leamington Spa
Change of use of part of rear yard to external seating area and construction of
covered smoking area

Concern was expressed that the use of the external space would create a noise problem for
the residential properties around the building. It was suggested this may be controlled by
conditions. Some concern was expressed at the use of a sloping roof off the rather awkward
flat roofed extension. It was felt there may be a more appropriate way of handling the roof in
relation to the rear extensions. Concern was expressed at the existing high fence to the rear
of the whole property and it was suggested that this should be checked out to see if planning
permission had been granted.

W07/0680. 23 Waller Street, Leamington Spa
Loft conversion.

It was suggested there should be no roof lights at the front, as roof lights are considered
inappropriate at the front of terraced properties. Concerns were expressed at the use of the



dormer window to house the staircase. It was felt that a reconfigured staircase could rise in
the middle of the building and the dormer window could be reduced in size to serve
specifically the bedroom. It was felt that a flat or sloping top dormer would be more
appropriate.

W07/0682. 24 Lillington Road, Leamington Spa
Proposed refurbishment of basement with widening of two cellar windows and
formation of two cellar windows to bay.

Some concern was expressed that the light wells detract from this fine Victorian period
property which would traditionally not have had such large light wells. Significant concern
however was expressed at the configuration of the cellar which, it appeared, was being
prepared for residential use although not stated in this application.

W07/0686. 10 Wathen Road, Leamington Spa.
Retrospective application for enlarging of lightwell.

Concern was expressed at the loss of a cast iron window and the brick arch over it for the
creation of this marginally larger lightwell. Although the lightwell itself is generally discrete
with a horizontal cover over it, concern was expressed as to whether the railings needed
planning permission and also whether the similar lightwell in the adjacent house had also
received planning permission.

W07/0689. 42a Binswood Avenue, Leamington Spa
Erection of garage workroom above and erection of kitchen extension.

Whilst it was felt that the extension in principle was acceptable it was felt that the present
design does not relate well to the house and the dormer windows were inappropriate. A
number of inaccessible gutters had been created and it was felt that a better extension
rather more like a garden room possibly with a lantern light roof would be a more acceptable
option.

WO07/0696/0755/CA. 32 Bath Street, Leamington Spa
Demolition of existing building, erection of replacement building to provide four retail
units, five office units, nine apartments and private patio area at first floor.

Generally the use of Leamington Spa Vernacular style was to be welcomed although one
member expressed a desire to see a more contemporary building on the site possibly
configuring the existing building. Concern was expressed at the rather disappointing rear
elevation which faced onto the patios. It was felt that the roof detailing needed to be
reconsidered and this did not appear particularly appropriate. Generally the new building on
this site was to be welcomed.

WO07/0698/0699/LB/0692/0744/LB/0795LB. Jug and Jester Public House, 11-15 Bath
Street, Leamington Spa

Installation of awning and umbrellas in rear vard, display of new lettering projecting
sign, illuminating poster sign and minor alteration internally

Generally, the internal alternations and the new parasol and awning to the rear yard were felt
to be acceptable if not too visible from the church yard. Use of uplighters in the blind
openings were considered to be inappropriate and it was pointed out the building already is
illuminated by a street lamp. It was felt that the hanging sign to the public house should
remain in its original position on the original public house building and not be removed to
another part of the building which traditionally was not part of the original licensed premises.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

WO07/0701/0702LB. Benjamin Satchwell, 11-14 Parade, Leamington Spa
Installation of retracting awning at front elevation.

It was felt that the introduction of a retractable blind on the Parade would set a very difficult
precedent particularly as many awnings and blinds had been removed from buildings on the
Parade to create the present appearance of the buildings on the Parade. It was also felt that
encouraging seating out on the Parade onto the pavement was not appropriate.

WO07/0734. 35 Newbold Terrace, Leamington Spa
Erection of front and rear lightwells to basement. demolition of rear outbuilding and
erection new rear extension.

Councillor Dean declared that she had received a letter from the adjacent neighbour. It was
generally felt to be very unacceptable and a major change to the front of house which is a
fine listed building. It was felt that it would not improve the listed building that would detract
from its qualities and set a precedent for other gardens to be destroyed where there were
never intended to be basement lightwells. Concern was also expressed that it appeared to
be creating a separate flat although this was not stated as part of the application.

WO07/0750/0751. Murphys, 33 Regent Street, Leamington Spa
Display of high flag poles

It was felt to be completely inappropriate in the conservation area and would set a very
difficult president and therefore should be refused.

WO07/760/CA/761. Garages, Holly Street, r/o Talbot Court, Leamington Spa
Demolition of two garages and erection of two storey buildings for health clinic use.

This was felt to be acceptable.

WO07/0762/0763/LB. Coventry Arms, 23 Guys Cliffe Road, Leamington Spa
Erection of a covered canopy area.

This was felt to be a very inappropriate lean to extension on the front of the Regency
building and would spoil the existing front elevation. It was also felt inappropriate to install a
door in place of the window thus destroying the symmetry of the building. It was felt that the
present arrangements should be retained and if a covered smoking area was required a
tasteful umbrella in the front garden may be the appropriate way forward.

WO07/0765/LB/0768. 12 Euston Place, Leamington Spa
Display of non-illuminated sign in shop window and non-illuminated individual letters
to three sites of portico (part retrospective application)

Concern was expressed at the lettering on the portico and it was felt that this should be
reduced to the word “Lovetts” on the front elevation of the portico only. Concern was also
expressed at the transfer on the window which it was noted had been improved by the
reduction of the yellow underlining. It was felt that individual letters onto the glass would be
an even better improvement to this signage. It was pointed out that there was some missing
ironwork on the portico which needed to be replaced.

60-64 The Parade, Leamington Spa (Woolworths)
Display of non-illuminated fascia signs.

The reduced lettering was to be welcomed, however it was felt that a single sign in the
centre of the facade would be more appropriate than the two signs particularly as the size of
the lettering was 400mm rather than 300mm.
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15.

WO07/0752/0753/LB/754. 17 Parade, Leamington Spa
Installation of 900mm satellite dish in rear yard, change of use from a vacant class Al
(retail) Class use A2 (betting shop)

It was felt that this was a questionable use on the Parade and would break up the run of
retail shops on this important part of the Parade. It was felt that possibly if the application for
the introduction of a central door in the window were to be granted then this would make it a
more viable unit for retail use particularly with the opening up of the bottom of the window.
Similarly, the satellite dish in the rear yard was felt to be non-contentious if not visible from
the rear.

WARWICK ITEMS

1.

WO07/0668. 52 High Street, Warwick
Demolition of garage, insertion of door, window and dormer window in Brook Street,
elevation of new tiled roof/covered area.

It was felt that the new door height should line through with the existing door height and that
the new dormer window could be moved away from the hip to improve the balance and
appearance.

WO07/0673/LB. 27 Mill Street, Warwick
Erection of single storey side extension.

It was felt that the new window to be created overlooking the public thoroughfare was
unneighbourly and would look inappropriate. The roof lights shown on the drawing were
inappropriately drawn and would be too fussy in this very small roof. Concern was
expressed that there appeared to be no proposed plan of the building. Concerns were also
expressed at the infilling of this small space.

WO07/031/LB/0311. 28 West Street, Warwick
Retention of non-illuminated fascia sign and projecting hanging sign together with
hand painted lettering (retrospective application)

It was felt that the traditional signage painted on to the shop windows and the hanging sign
were appropriate, but the new sign applied to the brickwork with the owner's name was
inappropriate and should be removed.

WO07/0721. Warwick Boat Club, 33 Mill Street, Warwick
Extension to bar lounge and store and installation of roof lights to pavilion building

Concern was expressed at the loss of symmetry as the new projecting gable projected
further than its counterpart gable at the other end of the building. High level glazing in the
gable end was also felt to be an inappropriate detail.

WO07/0764/LB/0766/0767. 9 Market Place, Warwick
Installation of external disabled ramp, replacement of existing door, display of non-
illuminated fascia signs.

It was suggested that the ramp should be put internally as the previous occupant of the
building had found it difficult to gain consent to have the ramp on the pavement and this
would also detract from the appearance of the building. It was felt the signage would be
inappropriate and not acceptable colours for listed building in the market place and that
changing the door to a modern glazed door was out of character with the building. The
proposed design of the handrail if it were to be external was completely inappropriate to this
type of listed building.



0. Kings High School for Girls, Smith Street, Warwick
Erection of single storey and four storey extensions to the Chapel Street school

building

It was felt that the design did not take account of the existing pleasant late Victorian school
building. No concessions had been made for allowing space around the existing building,
the new building was a series of boxes which bore no relation to the design of the existing
Victorian school building. It was felt to be unsympathetic and would not add to the
conservation area. It would not enhance the Chapel Street area of Warwick.

KENILWORTH ITEMS

1. WO07/0586LB. 40 New Street, Warwick
Addition of balustrade to front entrance steps and railings to boundary wall, addition
of storey rear extension and erection of new boundary wall and gates adjacent to
No. 38.

It was felt that the railings to the door were rather excessive in design. Some concerns were
expressed at the use of railings to the main wall although it was unclear whether the
buildings originally had railings.

2. WO07/0687/LB/0688. Kenilworth Castle, Castle Green, Kenilworth
Reconstruction of Elizabethan garden with avery staircase railings etc.

It was felt that the reconstruction would enhance the interest in the castle and was to be
welcomed as it was pointed out this had been based on significant research and
archaeological discoveries on the site.

3. WO07/0756. 42 Waverley Road, Kenilworth
Erection of replacement wall/fence to frontages and construction of vehicle access for
Waverley Road

It was felt the brick columns and low brick wall were rather hard and inappropriate in the
street scene. It was felt that these would not sit well with the house and that the existing
close weather boarded fence was more appropriate and softer in this part of the
conservation area.

4, WO07/0798. Castle Laurels Guest House, 22 Castle Road, Kenilworth
Erection of single storey rear restaurant and change of use from bed and breakfast to
restaurant and bed and breakfast.

It was felt this was an inappropriate addition to the side of this late Victorian house and did
not pick up any of the detailing from the main house itself. It was felt to be completely out of
character with the main house and would need to be redesigned. It was accepted that there
are other issues with the enlargement of the building to a restaurant which could have some
detrimental effects upon residents in this largely residential area.

Date of next meeting Thursday 14 June 2007.
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