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REGULATORY COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21 April 2004, at the Town Hall, Royal 
Leamington Spa, at 10.00 am. 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Mrs Goode (Vice-Chair in the Chair); Councillors Butler, 

Doody, Gill, Harris, Mrs Knight, Kundi and Windybank. 
 
(Councillor Gill substituted for Councillor Mrs McFarland) 
 
Apologies for absence was received from Councillors Coker and Mrs McFarland. 
 
1088. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
1089. APPLICATION FOR A PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS – AVON TAVERN, 

PICKARD STREET, WARWICK 
 

A report from Members’ Services was submitted on an application for a public 
entertainments licence to allow music at the above premises from 11.00 am to 
11.00 pm Monday to Saturday. 
 
Following the usual consultation process an e-mail had been received from 
the Ward Councillor, Councillor Mrs Hodgetts, expressing concern about the 
application.  A letter of objection had  been received from Mr Cruwys of 3 
Meadow Road, Warwick, together with a petition objecting to the application.  
 
An e-mail from Richard Hall the Divisional Environmental Health Officer had 
also been received referring to noise complaints in the past and suggesting 
that if a licence were issued it should be for a trial period only and should be 
subject to noise mitigation measures being undertaken including secondary 
glazing of windows and provision of a noise limiter. 
 
Copies of the emails, the letter and petition were circulated with the report.  
After the report had been dispatched the applicant submitted two letters and a 
petition supporting the application. Copies of these were supplied to members 
and the objectors on the day before the meeting  
 
The Fire Officer was not objecting to the application but had submitted a letter 
stating that should a licence be issued additional emergency lighting should 
be provided.  The letter also set out an occupancy figure of 60 persons for the 
premises and if a licence were issued it would be subject to that figure.  
 
The Police were not objecting to the application.   
 
Councillor Mrs Hodgetts attended the meeting. 
 
Mr Cruwys attended the meeting.   
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Richard Hall attended the meeting.  
 
The applicant, Mr Connolly, attended the meeting together with Ms Coulson.   
 
The Chair introduced herself, members of the Committee and Officers.  
The representative from Members’ Services explained the procedure for 
dealing with the application and no comments were made on it.   
 
In accordance with the procedure Mr Connolly introduced the application and 
answered questions from Members and from Councillor Mrs Hodgetts. As part 
of the presentation and following clarification during questioning Mr Connolly 
agreed to amend his application to cover 6 Saturday evenings and 4 weekday 
afternoons. 
 
Councillor Mrs Hodgetts then addressed the Committee and answered 
questions from Members and Ms Coulson.  
 
Mr Cruwys then addressed the Committee and answered questions from 
Members and Mr Connolly.  
 
Richard Hall addressed the Committee and answered questions from 
Members and Mr Connolly.  
 
Councillor Mrs Hodgetts and Mr Cruwys were then invited to sum up but only 
Mr Cruwys did so. 
 
Mr Connolly was then invited to sum up which he did. 

 
RESOLVED that under Section 100A of the Local Government 
Act 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting 
during the discussion of this application by reason of the likely 
disclosure of exempt information within paragraph 12 of Part 1 
of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 

 
The Committee considered all the information presented to it and received 
advice from the officers on various matters including the Human Rights Act 
1998. 
 

RESOLVED that the application be approved for a six month  
trial period subject to noise mitigation measures being 
introduced to the satisfaction of the Divisional Environment 
Health Officer before a licence is issued; the licence, when 
issued, will allow music on the premises from 2pm to 11pm 
Monday to Saturday and be subject to the Council’s standard 
conditions and the following additional condition: 
 
Only 10 events per year be allowed, six on Saturday evenings 
and 4 on weekday afternoons , the dates of such events to be 
notified to the Council at least one month in advance  
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1090. CHAIR 
 
 Councillor Mrs Goode left the meeting and it was: 
 

RESOLVED that Councillor Butler be elected Chair for the 
remainder of the meeting. 

 
1091. MODIFICATION OF SKIN PIERCING BYELAWS – LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

ACT 2003 
 
A report from Environmental Health was submitted on new legislation which 
extended the control over skin piercing 

 
In 1984 the Council adopted the provisions of the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 which required persons carrying on the 
business/practice of acupuncture, tattooing, electrolysis or ear piecing to be 
registered with the Council and maintain relevant hygiene standards. The 
Council also made byelaws to regulate these activities. Since 1984 new forms 
of body decoration had become mainstream i.e. body piercing and semi 
permanent tattooing or make up.  Concern had been expressed that outside 
London there was no regulation of these forms of skin piercing.  

 
 The Local Government Act 2003 Section 120 and Schedule 6 had extended 

the provisions of the 1982 Act to require persons carrying on all forms of 
cosmetic piercing (ear and body piercing) and semi permanent skin colouring 
(micro pigmentation) to be registered.  The Act also allowed the Council to 
make byelaws regulating persons carrying on these activities.   

 
 The fee structure already in existence for registering persons carrying on the 

practice/business of acupuncture, ear piercing and electrolysis could also 
apply to registrations relating to body piercing and semi permanent skin 
colouring.  

 
 Existing registrations would continue until there was a change.  Premises 

already registered for ear piercing etc but which already carried out one or 
more of the “newly registerable activities” would constitute a change.   

 
 Proposed byelaws based on the draft model within the guidance were 

circulated with the agenda.  
 

RECOMMENDED that 
 

(1) the change in legislation be noted and the fee 
arrangement for existing registrations apply to the new 
registerable activities; and 
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(2) the new byelaws attached to the report be approved and 

the Officers be authorised to carry out the necessary 
procedure and to apply to the Secretary of State for 
confirmation of the byelaws. 

 
1092. TAXI RANKS, LEAMINGTON SPA 
 

A report from Members’ Services was submitted on changes to existing 
ranks in Leamington and the provision of additional ranks. 
 
The Licensing Enforcement Officer had been talking to the Leamington Taxi 
Proprietors’ Association about the provision of ranks in Leamington Spa.  
The Police had also made suggestions with regards to taxi ranks so that 
persons leaving licensed premises late at night and early in the morning 
could be taken out of the town centre as quickly as possible.  
 
As a result the following proposals had been agreed with the County 
Council:- 
 
(1) provision of a part-time new rank for four vehicles in Victoria Terrace to 

operate from 2000 hours to 0500 hours; 
 
(2) the existing part-time rank be moved from the west side of Bedford 

Street to the east side of Bedford Street outside the entrance to Rio’s 
night club and the hours be changed from 2100 hours  to 0600 hours  
to 2300 hours to 0300hours; 

 
(3) provision of a new part-time rank in Tavistock Street outside the 

entrance from Sugar night club to operate from 2300 hours to 0300 
hours.  

 
(4) the existing rank in Beauchamp Road to be closed; and 
 
(5) the existing rank in Holly Walk to be extended by five spaces.  
 

 The Taxi Proprietors Association had asked for a full-time rank somewhere 
on the Parade but this was not possible at present because of the proposed 
changes to traffic regulations in this area.   However, the County Council had 
been asked to bear this possibility in mind when monitoring the success of 
the changes to traffic regulations on the Parade.   
 
There was a financial implication in that the proposals needed to be 
advertised and additional signs and road markings needed to be provided.  
The total cost of this was expected to be in the region of £1500.   However, 
the net cost of the service would not be increased as it was anticipated that 
income from licence fees would now be more than that budgeted for as more 
applications were expected.   
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RECOMMENDED that  
 

(1) the above proposals for changes to taxi ranks in 
Leamington Spa be approved and the officers be  
authorised to take all the necessary action to bring them 
into effect; and 
 

(2) the licence fee income budget be increased and virement 
be allowed to meet the cost of £1500 identified in the 
report.  

 
1093.    HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLE PLATES 
 

A report from Members Services’ was submitted on the introduction of plates 
bearing the registration number and the date of expiry of the licence for all 
hackney carriage and private hire vehicles.  
 
At present all hackney carriage and private hire vehicles were issued with a 
numbered plate which they had to affix to the rear of the vehicle.  The 
hackney carriage plates were white and the private hire were purple.  The 
plates did not carry any details of the licensed vehicle or the expiry date of 
the licence.  Almost 75% of all local authorities now used the system 
provided by Mogo which allowed the plates to be made up bearing the 
registration number of the vehicle and the expiry date of the licence.  
 
The benefits of the system were that members of the public could identify 
that the vehicle was properly licensed by the information recorded on the 
plates.  It would also stop any abuse of the system such as swapping plates 
onto different vehicles.  From the enforcement point of view it would ensure 
that only properly tested and registered vehicles could be used and that they 
could easily be identified.   
 
The plates would contain the make, model, colour and registration number of 
the vehicle together with the plate number, the number of seats and the 
licence expiry date.  They would also contain the Council’s corporate logo 
and a security hologram.   
 
There was no cost in acquiring the Mogo system but it would be necessary 
to purchase sufficient plates and mounting brackets together with labels for 
making up the information to be put on the plates.  It was also necessary to 
acquire a heavy duty roller for making the plates.  The system allowed an 
internal plate to be made so that passengers could be assured that the 
vehicle was properly licensed and it was suggested these plates be provided 
for each vehicle.   
 
Taxis were either purpose built vehicles or had a taxi sign on the roof.  
However, private hire vehicles were not so easily identified.  The system 
allowed for door signs to be printed and it was suggested that these signs 
were provided for each private hire vehicle.  
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The total cost of buying sufficient brackets, plates, internal plates, 
windscreen pouch for internal plates, door signs for private hire vehicles, 
labels for attaching to plates and a heavy duty roller for making up the plates 
was £9.883.  There was no provision in the estimates for this amount and it 
was suggested that a sum of £35 be added to the annual licence fee (at 
present £205) to cover the cost.  Each time a proprietor changed a vehicle a 
new plate would have to be made.  At present a fee of £30 was charged for 
the transfer of the licence which covered the cost of inspecting the new 
vehicle and it was suggested that £35 be added to this fee for the cost of 
providing a new plate.   
 

RECOMMENDED that 
 

(1) the acquisition of the Mogo system to allow the printing of 
information for incorporating on plates for hackney 
carriage and private hire vehicles as outlined in the report 
be approved and the officers be authorised to acquire all 
the necessary brackets, plates and all other items at a 
total cost of £9883; 

 
(2) an amendment to the fees and charges of an additional 

£35 to the annual fee for hackney carriage and private 
hire vehicle licences and for the transfer of such licences 
be approved; and 

 
(3) virement be allowed of the additional income generated 

to meet the additional expenditure identified in (1) above. 
 
 
1094. PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED  that under Section 100A of the Local Government 
Act 1972, the public and press be excluded from the meeting for 
the following item by reason of the likely disclosure of exempt 
information within paragraph 4 of Schedule 12A of the Act. 

 
1095. APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE HIRE DRIVER’S LICENCE 
 

A report from Members’ Services was submitted on an application for a 
private hire driver’s licence which had been  approved by the Committee at its 
meeting held on the 25 March subject to the applicant obtaining a restraining 
order against her ex boyfriend.  
 
Information had now been received that the applicant’s ex boyfriend would be 
in prison until the 25 October 2004 at the earliest.  It would not be possible for 
the applicant to obtain a restraining order whilst he was in prison.   
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RESOLVED that a licence be granted to Ms M for the period 
ending 25 October 2004 and on the understanding that it will 
only be renewed if a restraining order is obtained against her ex 
boyfriend when he is released from prison. 

 
(Although this item was not on the agenda the Chair of the meeting agreed to 
treat it as an urgent item by reason of the need to make a decision on the 
application) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(The meeting ended at 12 noon) 
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