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WARWICK DISTRICT TOWNS 
CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM 

 
 

Present:    Councillor Mrs. C. Hodgetts, Councillor B. Gifford, Councillor R. Smith,  
         Councillor J. Hatfield, Mrs. R. Bennion, Mr. J. Turner, Mr. L. Cave, Mr. M.     
                   Sullivan, Mr. P. Edwards, Mr. M. Baxter  
 
Apologies: None   

  
 Substitute Members:     None 

 
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a correct record.  Mr. Cave 
and Mrs. Illingworth raised the issue of the Residential Design Guide.  Councillor 
Mrs. Hodgetts explained that this had been to the EEPC and that further discussions 
would be taking place on alterations to the guide.  Mrs. Bennion reported that she 
had spoken on behalf of the CAAF at the Planning Committee in respect of the car 
park in Bedford Street.  This had been granted and Members expressed their regret 
and hoped that some form of landscaping could be incorporated into the scheme.  
 
A referral letter had been received for 45 Warwick Street but as the CAAF generally 
had no objections to this scheme so it was not felt Members should speak on it.  
 
It was pointed out the agendas for CAAF have not been appearing on the website 
recently.     
 
Leamington Items 
 
1. W06/1532 – 56 Regent Street, Leamington Spa 
 Change of use from A3 (restaurant) to A5 (takeaway), installation of new 
 extract system on rear elevation and minor amendments to shopfront 
 
 It was felt that the change of use to a takeaway was unacceptable in this area 
 as there were already a number of takeaways.  It was also felt that the space 
 allowed for the takeaway was too large and would encourage people to linger. 
 The stainless steel lettering was felt to be inappropriate and the hanging sign 
 too large.  It was suggested that a smaller hanging sign with handpainted 
 lettering to both the sign and the fascia would be more appropriate.  In terms 
 of the extractor at the rear, it was felt that this could be accommodated only if 
 the applicant were prepared to replace the metal windows on the front of the 
 building with traditional sash windows as this would mean an improvement to 
 the Conservation Area balancing out the impact of the flue to the rear.  The 
 flue should also be painted.  It was, however, generally felt that this 
 application was trying to include too many uses which would end up as a bar 
 and a takeaway.  
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2. W06/1536LB – 7 Clarendon Square, Leamington Spa (retrospective 

application for the removal of ground floor wall between the hall and 
living area; removal of wall at second floor level and insertion of uPVC 
window at attic level 

 
 The uPVC window was felt to be unacceptable.  It was felt that the main wall 

in the hall should be replaced as this was part of the plan of the original house 
and would set a very difficult precedent if permitted.  The second floor 
alterations were considered acceptable. 

 
3. W06/1538  – Newbold Tavern, Newbold Street, Leamington Spa 
 Installation of externally illuminated hanging sign, lettering to side of 

building and above the entrance door 
 
 The stainless steel letters as described were not felt to be appropriate on this 

type of building.  It was felt that if the letters were painted onto a portico and 
also painted in a traditional manner onto the side elevation these would be 
acceptable.  It was felt the mixture of blues on the hanging sign would also not 
be appropriate to a Listed Building.  An alternative would be to have gold 
lettering rather than the metallic letters suggested. 

 
4. W06/1565 – Telephone Exchange, Windsor Street, Leamington Spa 
 Installation of additional six antennas, roof based equipment cabinet for 

T. Mobile and 0.3 metre dish for Vodafone  
  
 It was generally felt that it would be helpful to the Conservation Area to 
 consolidate antennae on this building and, therefore, there were no objections 
 to this application. 
 
5. W06/1568 – Somerset House, 14 Clarendon Place, Leamington Spa 
 Installation of seven rooflights to main roof 

 
This had already been a Listed Building application and the same comments 
would apply. 

 
6. W06/1570 – 68 Warwick Street, Leamington Spa 
 Display of a shop sign  
 
 This was felt to be acceptable.  
 
7. W06/1598LB/1559/1601 – 39 Parade, Leamington Spa 
 Proposed new shopfront, internal alterations and externally illuminated 

fascia sign 
 
 The new shopfront was felt to be completely unacceptable and did not follow 

the guidelines of the Leamington Spa Shopfront Design Guide with no 
stallriser or traditional framing to the shopfront.  The signage was also felt to  
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 be inappropriate located across the rustication lines.  It was felt that it would 

set a bad precedent to other shops if permitted.  There was felt to be an 
element of merit in incorporating the logo into the O of the signage. 

 
8. W06/1611 – Thorntons Plc, 92 Parade, Leamington Spa 

Display of flat curved individual letter fascia sign 
 
This was felt to be acceptable although it was pointed out this could 
alternatively be painted onto the fascia. 
 

Warwick Items 
 

9. W06/1435  - Leo House, 14-16 St. Nicholas Church Street, Warwick 
Alteration to external alterations, including new windows and doors and 
rendering to walls and slate roof 
 
This was generally not particularly visible and, therefore, the restoration of the 
building was felt to be acceptable.  
 

10. W06/1499LB – 2 Mill Street, Warwick 
 Erection of conservatory  
 
 This was generally felt to be acceptable.   
 
11. W06/1530/1552LB – 5 Castle Street, Warwick 
 Erection of single storey extension to rear (after demolition of 

conservatory); two-storey extension and alteration to roof to provide 
second floor (with balcony) 

 
 It was pointed out this house dates from 1720 and it was felt that the 

alterations to it were not appropriate to a house of this age.  It was felt the 
kitchen extension was probably acceptable as it removed the conservatory,  
however, the large amount of glazed doors were felt to be inappropriate and 
should be reduced to more traditional openings.  The alteration to the roof 
proving a balcony was felt to be completely inappropriate and cut into an 
original roof and also created a very difficult precedent for large dormers with 
doors and a balcony overlooking other properties.  This was not something 
which it was felt should be encouraged in this location or encouraged on 
Listed Buildings. 

 
12. W06/1593LB – 6 Mill Street, Warwick 
 Installation of wrought iron handrails to either side of front door 
 
 This was felt to be acceptable.   
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13. W06/1625 – Warwick Castle, Castle Hill, Warwick 
 Erection of temporary pavilion in courtyard to serve as a shop and 

entrance to proposed attraction   
 
 The purpose and the need for the tented buildings explained.  Concerns were 

expressed that this was a further temporary tent within the castle confines and 
some Members felt this would be turning the castle into a theme park.  It was 
felt this would add clutter to the courtyard and that it may be more appropriate 
to consider a modern building to house the shop.  Concerns were expressed 
at the impact of the tented building on the castle and courtyard.  One Member, 
however, did support the application who felt it would be acceptable within the 
ethos of the castle as a temporary building, given the high level of restoration 
that has been carried out by the owners. 

 
Kenilworth Items 
 
14. W06/1590LB – Fancotts Cottage, 14 High Street, Kenilworth 
 Erection of replacement garden room extension (retrospective) 
 
 As this is not seen from the Conservation Area, although regrettable that the 

garden has been further built over, it was felt this extension was acceptable. 
 
15. W06/1523/1525LB – Clarendon House, 6 High Street, Kenilworth 
 Display of various signs at front and rear (retrospective) 
 
 Generally the signs were felt to be acceptable with the exception of a hanging 

sign which is currently a standard Green King hanging sign.  It was felt this 
should be a traditional painted sign possibly showing a picture of the 
Clarendon House as the previous painted hanging sign. 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
 

          16th November 2006. 
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