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1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1 At its meeting in December 2008, the Executive agreed that Warwick District Council 

should agree to actively take part in putting forward proposals under the Sustainable 
Communities Act.  Following the completion of the consultation agreed at Executive in 
December, this report recommends the specific proposals that Warwick District will 
put forward to the Local Government Association under the Sustainable Communities 
Act. 

  
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 That the following proposals be formally submitted to the Local Government 

Association under the provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act 2008: 
a)  Proposal : That the Government allow councils to keep all the rent collected on 

council properties to be spent on improving council housing, reducing those 
houses environmental impact and investing in new affordable housing. This will 
address a real community need for housing for rent and will help the construction 
sector of the economy. By increasing employment it will reduce welfare benefit 
bills, slow down housing re-possessions, increase tax revenue and so may pay 
for itself in the longer run. 

 
b)  Proposal : That the Government gives councils the power to retain revenue from 

business rates to be spent on locally decided priorities. 
 
c)  Proposal : That the Government return 1% of the landfill tax revenue raised 

locally (within a district) to be used solely by Local Authorities/Voluntary Sector to 
help increase recycling rates - e.g. in our case we could replace our litter bins 
with ones that require people to sort them by nature of waste; we could provide 
more recycling bins for flats; we could offer a financial incentive to those who 
keep their waste below a certain weight. This would reduce CO2 omissions by 
reducing the waste going to landfill. It would also lead to reduced 
landfill/incineration costs for public authorities and so it may pay for itself in the 
longer run. 

 
3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
3.1 Following approval for Warwick District Council to put forward proposals under the 

provisions of the Sustainable Communities Act, the following steps have been 
undertaken to identify and prioritise potential proposals: 

 
3.1.1 As the proposals involve changes to legislation or national regulations, they are, 

by nature, likely to be high technical.  Initial ideas were therefore suggested by 
service area managers and directors. 

 
3.12 The initial ideas were discussed at two focus groups made up from members of 

public (identified through the Citizens’ Panel).  As well as congratulating the 
Council for opting in the Sustainable Communities Act, these focus groups 
suggested amendments to the ideas and added some ideas of their own. 

 
3.1.3 Following the focus groups, the amended ideas were drafted in to 6 specific 

proposals.  These 6 proposals were included in the Citizens’ Panel survey 
undertaken in June 2009.  Panel members were asked to indicate how much the 
agreed or disagreed with each of the options.  The results of this survey have 
been used to identify which proposals should be formally submitted to the LGA. 



 
3.2 The results of the  Citizens’ Panel survey are : 

Proposal % Strongly 
agree or 

agree  

% Neither 
agree nor 
disagree  

% Disagree or 
strongly 
disagree 

Proposal 1 
That the Government allows councils to keep all the rent collected on 
council properties to be spent on improving council housing, reducing 
those houses environmental impact and investing in new affordable 
housing. This will address a real community need for housing for rent 
and will help the construction sector of the economy. By increasing 
employment it will reduce welfare benefit bills, slow down housing re-
possessions, increase tax revenue and so may pay for itself in the 
longer run. 

 87.4   6.1  6.5 

Proposal 2 
That the Government gives councils the power to retain revenue from 
business rates to be spent on locally decided priorities. 

 83.5   11.7  4.8 

Proposal 3 
That the Government allow the council tax on second homes at the 
minimum discount from all authorities in an area (i.e. County, District 
and Police) to be ring fenced to provide for grant aid for energy 
conservation measures in homes. This would generate something like 
£360,000 per year in Warwick District. This would reduce CO2 
omissions considerably if taken together with national energy 
conservation funded measures for the over 70's. It would also 
stimulate labour intensive construction related companies which have 
been hard hit. It will increase employment, reduce welfare benefit 
costs, slow down house re-possessions, increase tax revenue and so 
may pay for itself in the longer run. It will also help those who are 
experiencing fuel poverty. 

 70.7   18.8  10.5 

Proposal 4 
That the Government return 1% of the landfill tax revenue raised 
locally (within a district) to be used solely by Local 
Authorities/Voluntary Sector to help increase recycling rates - e.g. in 
our case we could replace our litter bins with ones that require people 
to sort them by nature of waste; we could provide more recycling bins 
for flats; we could offer a financial incentive to those who keep their 
waste below a certain weight. This would reduce CO2 omissions by 
reducing the waste going to landfill. It would also lead to reduced 
landfill/incineration costs for public authorities and so it may pay for 
itself in the longer run. 

80.9   10.7  8.5 

Proposal 5 
That the Government changes the planning system so that developers 
can not appeal to central government to overturn a local planning 
decision. 

 64.5   17.0  18.3 

Proposal 6 
That the Government allows Local Authorities to levy a National Non 
Domestic Rate (NNDR) on out of town shopping car parks at a level to 
match that of town centre car park charges. The money so raised to be 
used solely for public transport - e.g. school buses/services for all kids; 
free fares for under 18s; half price fares for adults 18 to 60. This would 
aid town centre regeneration by making it more competitive and 
attractive for investment; help move people onto buses/trains and 
away from cars so reducing CO2 omissions; reduce congestion and 
reduce accidents.  

 49.2   14.4  36.4 



 
3.3 It can be seen from the above results that the following proposals received the highest 

levels of support were.   
a) Proposal 1 
b) Proposal 2 
c) Proposal 4 
 

3.4 It is therefore recommended that these proposals be formally submitted to the LGA 
under the provision of the Sustainable Communities Act. 

 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 Once agreement to participate in the Act had been given in December, there were no 

alternatives considered in relation to the process for generating and prioritising ideas 
described in 3.1 above. 

 
4.2 Whilst it would have been possible to put forward many more ideas to the Citizens’ 

Panel than those suggested, these 6 ideas reflect all the ideas that were generated 
through consultation with senior managers and the public through the focus groups. It 
would therefore have been contrary to the spirit of the consultation process (and 
indeed the Act itself), if any other suggestions had been put forward.  

  
5. BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK 
 
5.1 Participation in the Act itself has been undertaken within existing resources and has 

not therefore had any budgetary implications.  However, as can be seen a number of 
the proposals that were considered and those that have been recommended for going 
forward, have significant budgetary implications if approved.  These implications either 
relate to increasing the flexibility as to how sources of funding can be used or to 
increases possible sources of income. 

 
6. POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
6.1 All the proposals put forward are entirely consistent with the Sustainable Community 

Strategy and if accepted by the Government could have a significant impact in 
enabling us and our partners to achieve the priorities set out in the Strategy. 

 
 


