
WARWICK DISTRICT TOWNS 
CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM 

 
MINUTES OF THE CONSERVATION AREA ADVISORY FORUM 

RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS HELD ON 4 October 2007
 
 
PRESENT:   Councillor Ms J Dean 
    Councillor Hatfield 

Councillor N Pittarello 
    Mrs R Benyon 
    Mr P Edwards 
    Mr L Cave 
    Mr M Baxter 
    Dr C Hodgetts 
 
APOLOGIES:   Mr J Turner 
 
 
LEAMINGTON SPA ITEMS 
 
1. W07/1475 – The Holly Bush Inn, Holly Street, Leamington Spa
 Proposed single storey extension to property
 
 It was felt to be unfortunate at the front of the building particularly near to the 

entrance where people needed to pass smokers to enter the building.  It was also 
pointed out that this is opposite to residential properties and could cause a nuisance.  
It was suggested that it would be better located on the car park side of the building. 

 
2. W07/1494LB – 24 Newbold Terrace, Leamington Spa
 Internal alterations to existing flats.
 
 It was felt that the applicant needed to persuaded to reveal the original room sizes 

and create larger luxury flats.  It was recommended that a thorough internal survey is 
carried out into the remains of original joinery and plasterwork, which could be 
enhanced by the recreation of the original rooms.  It was also suggested that re-
rendering the front of the building would be preferable. 

 
3. W07/1500 – 43 Granville Street, Leamington Spa 
 Erection of lightwell and railings to front garden.
 
 Concern was expressed that if permitted this lightwell would set a further precedent 

in Granville Street for lightwells.  It was suggested that design guidance as to the 
suitability of lightwells in certain locations and their design should be provided for 
Leamington.  Concern was expressed that the depth of the lightwell filled the whole 
of the front garden and therefore there was little scope for the adequate landscaping.  
If permitted, it was felt that the railings should match the adjacent property. 

 
4. W07/1513 – 30 Clarendon Avenue, Leamington Spa
 Installation non-illuminated lettering to the front and side elevations. 
 
 It was felt that the side elevation lettering was acceptable, but the high level lettering 

was not appropriate in this location.  It was felt that the high level lettering was 



particularly inappropriate on a terrace of essentially domestic properties and that it 
was not needed at this level.  Adequate advertising could be provided in the window 
or with a professional plate by the door. 

 
5. W07/1515/W07/1517LB – 33 Warwick Street, Leamington Spa
 Erection of first and second floor rear extension, construction of two, two 

storey links to 45 Russell Street, insertion of new windows, roof lights and __ 
glazing. 

 
 It was felt this was over development of the site by at least one storey.  It was felt that 

this compromised the future use of the building and hid essential features from view 
at the rear of the building.  The more modest scheme which had been permitted 
previously  would be more appropriate. 

 
6. W07/1532/W07/1520/LB/W07/1521 – 39 Clarendon Square, Leamington Spa
 Conversion of bedsit accommodation into two bedroomed apartments 

including internal and external alterations, rear extension.
 
 Concern was expressed at the use of the basement as a flat particularly as the 

adjacent property had been refused a certificate of lawfulness.  It was felt that the 
use of external staircases was retrograde and not appropriate in this location.  Some 
concerns were expressed at the subdivision of the principle floors, which, it was felt, 
could be treated in a more sympathetic manner, reinstating the original room shapes. 

 
7. W07/1532/W07/1535LB – 50 Stratham Road, Leamington Spa
 Erection of extension to existing town house, erection of additional storey and 

new roof with ground floor extension. 
 
 It was felt this had been a classic design of its time in the conservation area and that 

an additional storey would be a retrograde step and compromise the original design.  
It was felt that the roof light and higher level windows could overlook adjacent 
properties.  It was also pointed out that the original design took account of the bulk of 
the building by stepping down at this point and the addition of a further storey would 
reduce the appropriateness of the original design. 

 
8. W07/1533/W07/1536/LB/W07/1537CA – 118 Regent Street, Leamington Spa
 Display of one illuminated fascia sign, one internally mounted fibre optic 

illuminated window sign and one illuminated double sided projecting hanging 
sign. 

 
 The illuminated and fibre optic signs were all considered to be completely 

inappropriate on this grade II listed building.  It was also felt the vinyl film on the 
windows was inappropriate, and would compromise the appearance of the listed 
building.  It was pointed out that the side door which appeared to give access to the 
upper floors had been turned into a shop type door which was felt to be 
inappropriate.  It was further pointed out that no change of use had yet been applied 
for the building to be used for A3 purposes.  It was generally felt that the whole 
approach was retro unacceptable to this fine listed building. 

 
9. W07/1545 – 15 Warwick Place, Leamington Spa
 Erection of a replacement wall and hardstanding to front garden
 
 Concern was expressed at the loss of the front garden as this is a green oasis in this 

part of the conservation area.  It was strongly recommended that parking in the front 
garden at this location should be refused and the front garden retained. 



 
10. W07/1546 – 46 Rugby Road, Leamington Spa
 Enlarging existing lightwell to form fire escape at front elevation 
 
 
 There are no other lightwells of this nature in this part of the Rugby Road.  It was felt 

that a precedent should not be set and therefore this application should be refused. 
 
11. W07/1557– Royal Leamington Spa Railway Station, Leamington Spa 
 Installation of a replacement internally illuminated signage to refreshment 

room
 
 It was felt that the menu card should be in traditional chromium plated menu card 

holders with discrete lighting in the frame or as traditional art deco lamps.  The 
signage over the door was otherwise felt to be appropriate and a great improvement. 

 
12. W07/1563 –12 Beauchamp Avenue, Leamington Spa 

Erection of a coach house annex to rear of dwelling. 
 

This was felt to be a strange building in this part of the conservation area.  It was 
generally felt that the building should have a pitched roof or a parapet as it looked 
incomplete in the present design.  Concern was expressed at the use of the 
contemporary rear elevation which could be viewed from other houses and gardens 
in the conservation area.  The actual use of the building was queried at to whether 
this was permissible as an office type building where a business may be run from.  
The use of horizontal boarding on the doors was also felt to be inappropriate on the 
‘traditional’ elevation of the building. 

 
13. W07/1573 – 83 Warwick Street, Leamington Spa 

Proposed alterations to existing shop front 
 

This was felt to be an improvement and would enhance the conservation area. 
 

14. W07/1539 – 120 Parade, Leamington Spa 
Removal of existing shop fascia and replacement with a new shop sign fascia.  
Repainting of shop front in blue  (ral 5002) and installation of projection sign. 

 
The guttering was considered to be too large and the use of a multi-coloured fascia 
inappropriate in this location.  It was felt that the shop front would be better painted 
cream with the dark colours restricted to the fascia with more appropriate lettering.  It 
was also pointed out that there had been no application for change of use or a 
licence application to be used a licensed betting shop.  It was also pointed out that 
licensed betting shops normally have a fixed window display which would completely 
alter the building and this should form part of the application for this particular 
building. 

 
WARWICK ITEMS 
 
1. W07/1542/W07/1544 – Bowling Green in St Nicholas Church Street, Warwick
 Erection of external garden servery 
 
 This was generally felt to be acceptable subject to the right of use of appropriate 

materials.  Use of a roller shutter to secure the bar area was felt to be unfortunate 
and it was suggested that traditional drop down shutters could be used which could 
be hinged back under the eaves when the bar is open. 



 
2. W07/1543 – Lea Field Farm Cottages, Warwick
 Erection of two storey side extension.
 
 This was felt to be acceptable. 
 
KENILWORTH ITEMS 
 
1. W07/1578/W07/1580 – The Abbotsford School, Bridge Street, Kenilworth 
 Erection of wall mounted board.  Erection of sign facing on to new street to 

show school name.
 
 The new sign was felt to be too large.  Concern was expressed not only about the 

appearance in this sensitive location, but also the distraction caused to drivers in this 
difficult part of the road. 

 
2. W07/1411/W07/1412 – 35 Castle Hill, Kenilworth 
 Erction of new dwelling after demolition of existing bungalow and out building. 
 
 This was felt to be a very sensitive site and it was felt the existing building was part of 

the conservation area and should not be removed.  It was pointed out that the 
building would originally have been used by the Coventry Touring Cycling Club as a 
tea room and was part of the early history of tourism to the area as a tea room.  It 
was strongly recommended that the building should not be demolished and that 
listing of the building should be sought.  Significant concern was expressed at the 
replacement building, which, it was felt, was inappropriate and far too large for this 
site. 

 
General Comments 
 
Concern was expressed that the Victorian lamp posts in Leamington needed to be 
painted. 
 
It was pointed out that certain windows at the back of the large Regency Terrace at 
the corner of Newbold Terrace and Willes Road had been broken windows and this 
needed to protected. 
 
Planning Committee Referrals 
 
Tilted Wig, Market Place, Warwick 
 
It was suggested that Mr John Turner be approached to ask if he wished to speak at 
Committee on this. 
 
Quicks Garage Site, Station Approach, Leamington Spa 
 
It was suggested that Mr Brock be approached to ask if he wished to speak on this 
item and if he does not then Mr Baxter offered to speak. 

 
 

Date of Next Meeting 
            25th October 2007 
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