Planning Committee: 20" May 2025

Observations received following the publication of the agenda.

Item 07 - W/24/1404 — Land to west of Fosse Way (B4455) and to the
South-East of Radford Semele

Additional Public Representations

Two further objections have been received. No nhew material planning
considerations are raised.

In addition to the above, an objector has submitted a representation to the
Planning Committee which questions why an Environmental Impact Assessment
was not submitted with the application. For completeness, an Officer response is
provided below.

An Environmental Impact Assessment Screening Opinion was issued by the
Council on 11 March 2021 under reference SCR/21/0001. The Screening Opinion
relates to a ground mounted solar farm and battery storage with a capacity of
49.9MW on land that forms the current application site. The Screening Opinion is
referenced on page 3 of the committee report under ‘Relevant Planning History’.

A Screening Opinion advises whether an Environmental Impact Assessment is
required to be submitted with a planning application or not. The Screening
Opinion issued by the Council confirmed that the development was not of a
magnitude that would require an Environmental Impact Assessment to be
submitted. This decision holds for the current planning application.

Planning history - Middle Road Solar Farm appeal decision

Officers wish to highlight the appeal decision for the Middle Road Solar Farm on
the eastern side of Fosse Way (within Stratford-on-Avon District) which was
allowed in September 2023 (Appeal Ref: APP/]J3720/W/23/3321095).

That development was also for a 49.99MW solar development on a very similar
sized site to the current proposal.

The main issue identified was the impact on the character and appearance of the
landscape.

In allowing the appeal, the Inspector concluded that the proposals were of clear
public benefit in the context of the extreme urgency of dealing with the climate
crisis and the vital role renewable energy must play in this, as well in moves
towards national energy security. The Inspector also identified public benefits
flowing from a high level of biodiversity net gain and the stimulus to the local
economy arising from the construction and operation of the solar farm. The
Inspector found that the impact on the character and appearance of the
landscape was acceptable when weighed against these public benefits.

Questions from Councillor Richard Dickson
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"Can you please advise:

1) if there is any independent data to confirm the annual number and
demographic of users of the public right of way;

2) if the proposed increase in scale of hedgerows can be compared with what
is currently on the site, and

3) if the glare from the proposed solar farm, especially when combined with
the solar sites on the opposite side of the road, represent a potential risk
to air traffic travelling to and from Birmingham airport and, if so, whether
the airport authority has been consulted?”

Officer response:
1) Officers are not aware of any such data.

2) The proposal would result in a 61% increase in hedgerows on the site in
comparison to the existing situation. This figure is based on the
information provided within the biodiversity net gain assessment.

3) The submitted Glint and Glare Study considers the potential effects of the
development on aviation safety (including cumulative effects). The report
does not identify Birmingham Airport as potentially being affected by the
development.

The Glint and Glare report states that assessment of aviation effects for
developments that are over 20km away is not a usual requirement.
Birmingham Airport is approximately 25km from the application site.

In addition to the above, the potential impact of a large solar farm on
Birmingham Airport was considered by the Secretary of State when
granting planning permission at land off Honiley Road, Kenilworth (WDC
Ref: W/22/1577). That development is much closer to the airport than the
current proposal and in that particular case it was found that there was
little evidence to suggest that the development would result in any
adverse impacts on the airport.

For the above reasons, Birmingham Airport was not consulted on this
application because it is not considered that there would be any material
impact.

Biodiversity net gain condition

Condition 8 is the standard biodiversity net gain condition. Legal advice has
confirmed that this should not be included as a condition on the decision notice
and should instead be added as a note. This is because the biodiversity gain
condition has its own separate statutory basis. Condition 8 is therefore to be
omitted and a suitable note added to the decision notice should planning
permission be granted.
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Item 08 — W/23/1433 - 43 Stratford Road, Warwick

This application has been withdrawn from the agenda in order to enable the
applicant to clarify certain aspects of their proposals.

Item 09 - W/24/1314 - Oaklands, Haywood Lane

Condition 2 has been updated to reflect drawing numbers of amended drawings
received.

Following legal advice, condition 3 has been replaced with an advisory note.

Item 10 - W/25/0331 - Jewson, Rugby Road, Royal Leamington Spa

The Officer’s report states that there is a reduction of covered storage within
other areas of the site. However, it has since been noted that the reduction is in
the external storage areas only.

Condition 4 has been amended to clarify that the condition is to control the noise
and dust, during the construction phase of the development only.
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