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3.1

RECOMMENDATION

Members are asked to consider a suggestion that the remaining hackney carriage
vehicles licensed by Warwick District Council that are not wheelchair compliant
should, on their replacement or renewal or when required to be by nature of their
age, be replaced by wheelchair compliant vehicles.

REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION

In June 2003, the Committee passed a resolution that required all new hackney
carriage licence issued be solely to wheelchair compliant vehicles.

The vehicles that were already licensed were not required to change their vehicle
for compliant ones.

The Disability Discrimination Act makes it unlawful for organisations which provide
services to the public to discriminate against disabled people in the way they
provide or do not provide those services. This is much more than simply refusing or
neglecting to provide a service, organisations must make ‘reasonable adjustments’
to remove or overcome elements in their services which present barriers to disabled
people. The Act has been introduced in stages to allow businesses time to review
the way in which they deliver their services and plan the changes they need to
make to remove discriminatory aspects.

All transport providers have duties under Part 3 of the DDA 1995 in relation to
transport infrastructure.

As of December 2006 transport operators have duties in relation to the provision
and use of the vehicles they provide. Generally these do not require alterations to
vehicles, but they do require operators to make reasonable adjustments in the way
they deliver their services to remove barriers to disabled passengers.

In order to both show compliance with the DDA and as good practise, it is proposed
that when each of the currently licensed, none wheelchair compliant hackney
carriages are replaced due to age, accident or any other reason, it must be for a
vehicle that matches the following criteria:

e It must be a wheelchair compliant vehicle from the Council’s recommended

vehicle list
e It must be no older that the vehicle it is replacing
e It must be no older than five years from first registration

The latter two conditions are ones which currently apply to all vehicles when they
are changed.

It is proposed to introduce the suggestion in 2.6 from January 1% 2008.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

No alternatives are considered viable.



4.1

5.1

BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK

This report has no budgetary considerations for the Council.

POLICY FRAMEWORK

The suggestions, if adopted by the Council will ensure that all licensed hackney
carriage vehicles operating within the district will fully comply with the requirements
of the Disability Discrimination Act. It also demonstrates the Council’s forward
thinking in their responsibility under the DDA Act and its requirements



