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SUMMARY

To ratify a decision taken by the Regulatory Committee to amalgamate the taxi
zones in Warwick District.

RECOMMENDATION

Members are asked to formally resolve to adopt the provisions of Section 171(4) of
the Public Health Act 1875 (as amended) to the whole of the District and, if so, to
authorise the officers to give notice of the fact in the prescribed way.

REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION

A report was submitted on 30th July 2008 explaining the suggested amalgamation
of taxi zones from the current four zones (Warwick, Kenilworth, Leamington and
Rural) to one zone (Appendix 1).

It was resolved at the meeting that “(1) the principle to apply the provisions of
171(4) of the Public Act 1875 to the whole of the District in relation to deregulation
be approved. (2) officers be authorised to give the required notice of the
deregulation; and (3) a further report be submitted to the Committee in due course.”

The resolution was advertised, as required, on two consecutive weeks in a local
paper after the meeting in July 2007. A full consultation with drivers and all councils
had been undertaken, the results of which were attached to the agenda of the
meeting on 30th July 2007.

Section 2:14 of the attached report refers to the Secretary of States approval being
required to finalise the resolution. This was initially requested, but, after being
advised by the Department for Transport that new legislation was being brought in
to take away this requirement, the request for permission was withdrawn.

The legislation called The Legislative Reform (Local Authority Consent
Requirements) (England and Wales) Order 2008 has now finally been introduced
from 30th October 2008.

The order effectively gives power to local authorities to bring their resolution into
force no earlier than 35 days after the date of the order.

Information did not reach officers about the new legislation until after the agenda
had been sent out for this meeting, but it is considered urgent enough to be a
special case. The reasons have been explained to the Vice Chair of the Regulatory
Committee (as the Chair is unavailable) who is in agreement with the adding of this
report for consideration.

It is proposed that, should the Committee agree, the start date for the amalgamation
should be 1st January 2009. This will give officers ample time to circulate all
hackney carriage proprietors with full information and for it to be advertised in the
press.

Sections 2:11 and 2:12 of the attached report refer to conditions having been drawn
up to replace bylaws. These were accepted members at the previous meeting by
resolving “that the guidance notes and conditions for Hackney Carriage/Private Hire
owners operators and drivers attached as an appendix to the report, be approved.”
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ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED
The alternative is to leave the current policy in place.
BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK

This report has no budgetary considerations for the Council, save for the cost of the
advertisement.

POLICY FRAMEWORK
None
BACKGROUND

None.



