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AGENDA ITEM NO 4 
 
TO:  REGULATORY COMMITTEE –  28 JANUARY 2004  
 
SUBJECT: PROSECUTION FOR PROVISION OF UNLICENSED PUBLIC 

ENTERTAINMENT – THE STAR AND GARTER, WARWICK STREET, 
LEAMINGTON SPA     

 
FROM: LEGAL SERVICES 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
1.          PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 To inform members of a recent successful prosecution. 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 On the 19 December 2003, Karen Robinson, the proprietor of the Star and 

Garter, Warwick Street, Leamington Spa pleaded guilty to holding unlicensed 
public entertainment.  She was fined £300.00 and ordered to contribute £75.00 
towards the Council’s costs, and given twenty-eight days to pay.  She was given 
credit for an early guilty plea, and for the fact that she now holds a public 
entertainment’s licence granted by the Regulatory Committee on the 22 October 
2003. 

 
2.2 The offence occurred on the 22 May 2003, when two Council Officers from the 

Environmental Health department entered the public house at 9.25 pm and 
observed a five piece blues band playing live music, consisting of drums, bass, 
lead guitar, harmonica and singer.  The band were called “The Blues Kings”.  
The Officers returned at 10.50 pm and witnessed that the band was still playing 
then. 

 
2.3 There is an exemption under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 1964 stating that 

there is no requirement for a public entertainment’s licence when music or 
singing is being performed by not more than two live performers.  Clearly, on this 
occasion, the exemption did not apply as it was a five piece band. 

 
2.4 During September 2002, the Council received some complaints from neighbours 

alleging that unlicensed public entertainment was being held.  On 3 October 
2003, Mr Tubbs visited the premises and spoke to the licensee explaining the 
requirement to have a public entertainment’s licence and the exemption, under 
Section 182 of the Licensing Act 1964.  She agreed then she would keep within 
the exemption and apply for a public entertainment’s licence. 
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3. DECISION REQUIRED 
 
3.1 Members are asked to note the report. 
   
 
 

David Elliott 
Solicitor 

 
 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS  

 

NIL 
 
 
 

Areas and the District Affected:  NA 
Key Decision:    No 
Included in Forward Plan:  N/A 
 

 

For further information about this report please contact: 
 
    Contact Officer: David Elliott 
  Tel:  (01926) 456601 (Direct Line) 
  E-mail   david.elliott@warwickdc.gov.uk 
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