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1. SUMMARY 
 

1.1 To decide the format for how the Regulatory Committee deal with applications 
for Sex Establishments and whether the Regulatory Committee and Licensing 
Committee should amalgamate to form one Committee. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 

2.1 To accept the suggested method for hearing applications for sex establishment 
applications. 

 

3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION 
 

3.1 The Regulatory Committee have responsibility for dealing with applications for 

sex establishments under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1982 (The Act) 

 
3.2 Sex Establishments (SE) may be sex shops, sex cinemas or the recently 

introduced category of sexual entertainment venues. 

 
3.3 Under paragraph 10(19) of Schedule 3 of the Act, before refusing an 

application, the Committee should give the applicant the chance to appear 
before them and be heard. 

 

3.4 Schedule 3 does not make explicit provision for objectors to be heard. However, 
it does not prescribe that they should not be heard. 

 
3.5 Officers feel that, in the interest of transparency, that people who have made 

representations against any applications for SEs within the prescribed 

timeframe should be invited to any hearing arranged, as long as it is merely to 
amplify any relevant objections that have been made. 

 
3.6 The suggested format for the hearing would as follows: 
 

• The applicant outlines his application and answers any questions 
from the Committee 

• Any objector who wishes to amplify their written objection may 
speak and answer any questions from the Committee 

• The applicant gives a short closing summation 

 
3.7 No political or moral grounds may be used as reasons to object to an 

application for a SE. 
 
3.8 The grounds for refusal and other matters are dealt with in Warwick District 

Council’s policy for dealing with SEs (Appendix 1) 
 

3.9 Most applications for sexual entertainment venues will already have been heard 
by the Council’s Licensing Committee as they will have applied for a premises 

licence to enable alcohol to be sold and music and dancing to be permitted.  
 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED 

 
4.1 No alternatives may be considered. 

 
5. BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK 
 



 

 

5.1 None. 
 

6. POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
6.1 None 

 
7. BACKGROUND 

 
7.1 None. 


