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Shades
6A High Street
Leamington Spa
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1. The proximity of residential premises, including any sheltered housing and 
accommodation of vulnerable people;

The decision to allow this licence in the previous comittee meeting hinged 
significantly on discussion about the character of the area. The area around the
licenced premises is on the whole residential as was determined during the 
2010 and 2011 hearings. This is a matter of fact.

This fact was disputed during the 2012 hearing by members of the committe 
who relied on their personal knowledge of their own visits to the area which.

Attached herewith (landuse.pdf) is an analysis of the land uses surrounding the 
subject premises which conclusively demonstrates the density of residential 
uses in comparison to commercial. There are 276 residential uses vs 14 
commercial uses.

Furthermore part of the residential accommodation at Crown Terrace caters for 
vulnerable people in particular those with mental health issues.

2. The proximity of places of worship

The licenced premises are in the next street to the temple that I use. I find it 
quite ridiculous that previous committees have suggested these premises are 
not in proximity. The attached image is taken from the approach to the temple. 
The signage for Shades is clearly visible. I do not find it at all acceptable that 
myself or other people using a place of worship should have premises in such 
proximity that the signange is visible. This detracts from the reputation of a 
place of worship that has been established for more then 20 years.
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3. Access routes to and from schools, play areas, children‘s nurseries, children‘s 
centres or similar premises in proximity to the premises;

My son and my nephew attend Wing Chun martial arts which is directly 
opposite the licenced premises. The children have to walk past the licenced 
premises from the car park in order to enter the building to have their class.

The licenced premises are directly opposite and visible through the majority of 
windows from the schools training hall.

My son also attends the youth group at the Shree Krishna Community centre. 
The community centre is adjacent to the Shree Krishna Temple which is in the 
adjoining street. The centre is used for the youth group as well as Hindi reading
and writing classes for children. It effectively operates as a school during these 
times and should be treated as one for the purpose of evaluating the 
appropriatness of this licence.

4. Regeneration of the area

Old Town has been the subject of a high profile regeneration campaign through 
the Regenisis organisation. We now have a further on going regeneration 
campaign in flight via the Mary Portas Pilot scheme. The local community are 
behind the regeneration efforts and the granting of this licence not only dilutes 
their great effort but also contradicts the Council's own policy for the area.

Date:
5th September 2013
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Land Use

Commercial vs Residential

Total Residential

Total Commercial

Address Residential Commercial
Station House 200
Tachbrook Road 10
4a Wise Terrace 14
7 Wise Terrace 1
3 Wise Terrace 1
1 Wise Terrace 1
5/6 Wise Terrace + 16 Wise Street 7
7 Wise Street 9
14 Wise Street 4
Royal Exchange 1
Flat above Royal Exchange 1
2 High Street 1
6A High Street 2
10 Wise Street 2
8 High Street 2
Second Floor, 8 High Street 11
High Street Car Wash 1
7 – 13 High Street 1
9 Wise Street 9
15-19 High Street 1
Second Floor, 15-19 High Street 5
19 High Street 1
12 High Street 1
First Floor, 12 Hgh Street 2
14 High Street 1
First Floor, 14 High Street 1
Crown Terrace

Total Residential Total Commercial
276 14
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Objection to a Sex Establishment Licence 
 
Section 1  
- 
Application Details 
I wish to add the following representation to the Sex Establishment Licence 
application for: 
 
Shades,  
6a High Street,  
Leamington Spa, CV31 3AN 
 
 
Section 2  
- 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
These details will not be released to the applicant. 
 
 
 
Please state nature of representation 
This may not be solely on the grounds of morality or religion. 
 
THE LOCAL AREA: PROXIMITY.  
 
Many people (including families with children) live close to the proposed Shades sex 
establishment – for example in Wise Terrace, Crown Terrace, Tachbrook Road, Gas 
Street and the High Street. A very large new housing development (Station House) is 
also now occupied very close by.  
 
Residents of all these properties (including many young women), as of right as 
members of the Leamington community, are entitled to safe access to their homes at 
all times and so should not repeatedly be forced to walk past the Shades building, 
including during the proposed hours of operation. Nor should they in effect be dictated 
to by others on what routes they should take to their homes in order to avoid passing 

APPENDIX 5

Item 5 / Page 638



an establishment to which they object. Such a basic freedom of movement should not 
in a free country be limited by the leisure tastes of others. 

 Simply because of where they live, these Leamington residents should not be 
forced to be at risk of having their daily lives (potentially seriously) intruded on 
by the noise, extra late night vehicle activity and other potential discomforts (at 
the very least) resulting from the verbal comments and behaviour of Shades 
users. However strict on paper the rules of such a club might be, that risk will 
remain, will be persistent and is likely always to be a factor for some local 
people – something which it is very easy for those (such as councillors from 
another ward) to underestimate or not fully understand.  

 Many of these considerations apply too because close by are premises used by 
or for children under 16: a Wing-Chun Martial Arts class at 8 High St; two 
nurseries on nearby Spencer St, Warwick and Leamington Dance Academy at 
54 High St. In addition the Lord Krishna Hindu Temple is around the corner as 
is the Community Centre at 10b High St, which hosts 24-hour religious festivals 
several times a year. 

 In addition to having a bus stop immediately outside its premises, the club is 
situated just across the road from Leamington Railway Station, a key travel hub 
for the whole town. This serves thousands of passengers per year, many of 
whom will have no choice but to pass close to it, often late at night, many of 
whom will be women.  

 
THE LOCAL AREA: REPUTATION  
 
Over many years huge efforts have been made by individuals, groups and 
organisations to improve the image and reputation of Old Town. These have been 
aimed at highlighting how vibrant, healthy and safe an area this is in which local 
businesses – currently over 500 - can operate successfully alongside local facilities for 
education, health and leisure. In the present economic climate many of these 
businesses may well currently be struggling to succeed or even perhaps survive. The 
stigma of having a sex club close by is therefore additional obstacle with which they 
are having to contend – something which, according to a 2012 Local Government 
Association survey, is seen by 76% of council officers as contributing to the blighting 
of a high street’s recovery.  
 
Renewing this licence will do more damage, however, than just further impeding these 
economic efforts. As press reports showed when a licence was granted for another 
similar establishment, it will also so stigmatise the area that it will be in serious danger 
of becoming labelled as Leamington’s red light district. Not only will this be extremely 
detrimental to the South Town itself. Leamington as a whole will suffer as it comes to 
be identified as a town which has such an area and a Council which allows and indeed 
encourages such a development.   
 
It is therefore vital that those making this decision bring the same criteria to this 
application as they would to one being made for a sex club in their own often much 
more privileged neighbourhoods. I ask therefore that they do not in effect impose 
something on Old Town or indeed on Leamington as a whole which they would be 
unwilling to accept or approve for Warwick, Kenilworth, Leek Wooton or any other 
more affluent and privileged areas of the District. It is indeed hard to image any of 
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these areas or their representatives contemplating for a moment the possibility a sex 
establishment being approved on their doorstep.  
 
My plea to all the Committee’s members, therefore, is to hear and listen to the people 
who live and work in Old Town and who regularly use its facilities. Please give their 
views and feelings the highest priority rather than those of the powerful commercially-
driven interests submitting this application. It is local people who, daily (and especially 
nightly) will be most directly and personally affected by Shade’s activities as a sex club 
operating so close to them and their families. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
Dated: 
24 August 2013  
 
Please return this form when completed to: 
 
Warwick District Council 
Licensing, 
Riverside House, 
Milverton Hill, 
Royal Leamington Spa. 
CV32 5HZ 
Tel: 01926 456113 
 
Fax:01926 456121 
 
Email: licensing@warwickdc.gov.uk 
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