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1. SUMMARY 

 
1.1 The report highlights the actions required and costs associated with the provision of 

charging points in two of our off-street car parks in support of the Coventry and 
Birmingham Low Emission Demonstration (CaBLED) project based in the Midlands 
for the development of electric vehicles.  

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That members agree to make available two parking spaces dedicated to electric 

vehicle charging in both Covent Garden and St Peter’s multi-storey car parks.  
 
2.2 That members agree to allocate £10,057 funding from the Car Park Improvement 

Programme budget and any grant received from the application for funding to the 
Department of Transport be added to the account. 

 
2.3 That members agree to offer a free “charging facility” for users of electric vehicles in 

the two car parks for an initial period of 24 months to commence as agreed by the 
Head of Neighbourhood Services in consultation with Portfolio Holder for 
Neighbourhood Services. 

 
2.4 That officers provides the Executive with an update 18 months into the scheme so 

continued support for the initiative can be considered. 
 
3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 Officers have been asked to support the Coventry and Birmingham Low Emission 

Demonstration (CABLED) project being launched in 2010 and make available 
charging points for electric vehicles. 

 
3.2 Agreeing to the request would be a clear statement that the District is willing to 

support initiatives which are aimed at delivering a cleaner environment. 
 
3.3 In the longer term the provision of these charging points will make the town centre 

accessible to users of electric vehicles and has the potential to increase the number 
of visitors. 

 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 Not to support the project and wait to introduce charging points at the stage when 

demand for charging is higher. This was rejected on the basis of being at the 
forefront of supporting these types of initiatives which are in line with our corporate 
strategy and would help deliver a more sustainable district. 

 
5. BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK 
 
5.1 Capital Costs 
 
5.11 The capital cost of providing the two double charging points is £7,528 with an 

additional £2,400 to cover to costs associated with making the bays dedicated bays 
for the charging of electric vehicles. These costs would be funded from the Car Park 
Improvement Programme capital budget. A bid for half the capital cost has already 
been made to CENEX as part of the Department of Transport’s alternative fuels 



 

infrastructure program and any funding received would be returned to that capital 
budget.  

 
5.2 Revenue Costs 

 
5.21 The revenue cost for the scheme is £600 a year plus the cost of the electricity used 

to charge those vehicles making use of the charging facility.  
 
5.22 The cost to the Council for the electricity used to charge a vehicle is less than £1 for 

a three hour charge which is the maximum charging period allowed. The vehicle 
would be paying a minimum parking charge of £3.20 so this would more than cover 
the cost of the electricity used. Given the initial number of vehicles likely to use the 
scheme the revenue cost is not expected to be more than £300. 

  
5.3 Given the number of electric vehicles currently operating in the region it is not 

anticipated these charging points are going to be used initially to any significant 
extent. However the number of electric vehicles in the area is expected to increase 
and by making charging points available we will be making the Warwick District a 
suitable “destination” for users of electric vehicles. 

 
5.4 There is spare capacity in both these car parks so the loss of two spaces in both car 

parks for petrol or diesel vehicles will not reduce the parking income earned. As 
electric vehicle usage increased we would review the provision of free power.   

 
6. POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
6.1 WDC corporate strategy is to reduce the impact on climate change. The use of 

electric vehicles has a significantly smaller impact on CO2 emissions and makes a 
statement about the Councils desire to reduce the impact of climate change.  

 
6.2 “Range anxiety” is a major concern for users of electric vehicles. By providing the 

charging points this will make the District a more attractive location for users of 
electric vehicles to visit thus supporting the long term development of thriving town 
centre. 

 
7. BACKGROUND 
 
7.1 The CaBLED project will launch in Jan 2010 in Coventry and Birmingham. 
 

The widespread uptake of electric vehicles will significantly reduce carbon 
emissions across the UK, and reduce local air pollution and noise levels. Vehicles 
are becoming available but issues such as initial purchase price and range anxiety 
for longer journeys remain to be resolved before mass deployment.  

  
The CABLED project will be collecting data from the vehicles to understand how the 
vehicles are used in real life and to assist in the planning of the further expansion of 
the supporting infrastructure. 

  
This project aims to:  

 
deliver a showcase demonstration of 110 ultra low carbon vehicles across 
Birmingham and Coventry in West Midlands. These will be a cross-section of 
vehicles; 2 seater, 4 seater and SUVs. They will be powered using battery electric, 
hydrogen fuel-cell and plug-in hybrid technology.   



 

 
deliver the infrastructure required both in the users' property and workplace, and in 
public areas. The charging infrastructure will be a conventional plug in system 
currently deployed elsewhere in the UK.  
 
allow a large number of available charging point locations and thus vehicle usage of 
a diverse nature. A range of users with varying driving patterns will be recruited 
from a diverse socio-economic background.  
 
provide extended real world vehicle evaluation and usage data to allow final 
development and hence ensure successful production launch of ultra low carbon 
vehicles.  
collect data to measure vehicle performance, infrastructure usage patterns, impacts 
and requirements with a minimum 12 months experience of seasonal conditions 
from all vehicles.  
 
publicise the benefits and progress of low carbon vehicles  
 

7.2 Warwick District Council has been asked to consider what it prepared to do to help 
this project. The option under consideration is to provide 4 off-street parking spaces 
which are dedicated as charging bays.   

 
7.3 To help support this project and to make Warwick District attractive to users of 

electric vehicles officers have been investigating the possibility of providing 
charging points in certain car parks.  

 
7.4 On the basis of information we invited Infracharge to visit and demonstrate how 

their product worked. Based on that visit, the information supplied by the other 
suppliers including set up and revenue costs officers would recommend that 
Infracharge provide the charging equipment.  

 
7.5 By making these dedicated spaces high profile in terms of their location, signage 

and bay markings within the car park it will give a clear message to those 
considering the purchase of an electric vehicle that there is a growing infrastructure 
being provided in support of electric vehicles. 

 
7.6 Officers have worked with Infracharge on producing a bid to DoT for half the capital 

cost of providing these charging points. The result of the bid is likely to be received 
in April 2010. If successful we would recoup £5,028.50 which would go back into 
the capital pot. 

 
7.7 Discussions have taken place with WCC as the Highway Authority to establish what 

the are prepared to do in support of the CaBLED study. Currently WCC are 
currently considering including on-street charging points and free on-street parking 
for all low emission vehicles included in the CaBLED study. However no decision 
has so far been taken. 

 
7.8 The potential numbers of electric vehicles on UK roads is predicted to be between 

1 and 5 million by 2020. A significant proportion of these vehicles could be provided 
from the West Midlands manufacturing base and its supply chain.  

 


