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1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report informs the Committee of its work programme for 2014/15 

(Appendix 1), the current Forward Plan (Appendix 2) and seeks consideration of 
the Council’s Partnerships (Appendix 3). 

 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 Members consider the work programme and agree any changes as appropriate. 
 

2.2 The Committee to; identify any Executive items on the Forward Plan which it 
wishes to have an input before the Executive makes its decision; and to 
nominate a Member to investigate that future decision and report back to the 

Committee. 
 

2.3 The Committee determines which Partnerships, detailed at Appendix 3, if any, it 
wishes to look at in further detail. 

 

3. Reasons for the Recommendation 
 

3.1 The work programme should be updated at each meeting to accurately reflect 
the workload of the Committee. 

 
3.2 If the Committee has an interest in a future decision to be made by the 

Executive it is within the Committee’s remit to feed into the process. 

 
3.3 The Forward Plan is the Executive’s future work programme.  If any non-

Executive Member or Members highlight items which are to be taken by the 
Executive which they would like to be involved in, those Members can then 
provide useful background to the Committee when the report is submitted to 

the Executive and when the Committee passes comment on it.  
 

3.4 At the last meeting of the Committee it was requested that further details be 
provided on the Council’s partnerships prior to the Committee considering 
which, if any, they would like to look at in greater detail. 

 
4. Policy Framework 

 
4.1 The work carried out by the Committee helps the Council to improve in line with 

its priority to manage services openly, efficiently and effectively. 

 
5. Budgetary Framework 

 
5.1 All work for the Committee has to be carried out within existing resources.  

Therefore, there is a limit to the time available that officers will have to assist 

Members, so the Committee may wish to prioritise areas of investigation. 
 

6. Risks 
 
6.1 This Committee contributes to the effective minimisation of risk by fulfilling its 

duties in a timely manner and scrutinising the work undertaken by the 
Executive. 
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7. Alternative Option(s) Considered 
 
7.1 The only alternative option is not to undertake this aspect of the overview and 

scrutiny function. 
 

8. Background 
 
8.1 The five main roles of overview and scrutiny in local government are: holding to 

account; performance management; policy review; policy development; and 
external scrutiny. 

8.2 The pre-decision scrutiny of Executive decisions falls within the role of ‘holding 
to account’.  To feed into the pre-decision scrutiny of Executive decisions, the 
Committee needs to examine the Council’s Forward Plan and identify items 

which it would like to have an impact upon. 
 

8.3 The Council’s Forward Plan is published on a monthly basis and sets out the key 
decisions to be taken by the Council in the next twelve months.  The Council 
only has a statutory duty to publish key decisions to be taken in the next four 

months.  However, the Forward Plan was expanded to a twelve month period to 
give a clearer picture of how and when the Council will be making important 

decisions. 
 

8.4 A key decision is a decision which has a significant impact or effect on two or 
more wards and/or a budgetary effect of £50,000 or more. 

 

8.5 The Forward Plan also identifies non-key decisions to be made by the Council in 
the next twelve months, and the Committee, if it wishes, may also pre-

scrutinise these decisions. 
 
8.6 The Committee should be mindful that any work it wishes to undertake would 

need to be undertaken without the need to change the timescales as set out 
within the Forward Plan.  The Committee may wish to give greater 

consideration to the reports in Section 2 of Appendix 1, to maximise the time 
available for Members to input into the process. 


