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Planning Committee: 18 July 2017 Item Number: 11 

 

Application No: TPO 523  
 

  Registration Date:  
Town/Parish Council: Royal Leamington Spa Expiry Date:  
Case Officer: Rajinder Lalli   

 
10 Crown Terrace, High Street Leamington Spa  

Confirmation of Provisional Tree Preservation Order relating to two Sycamore 
Trees 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This Tree Preservation Order (TPO) is being presented to Committee because 
objections have been received to it being confirmed 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Planning Committee is recommended to authorise officers to confirm TPO 523 
without modification. 

 
BACKGROUND 

 
A notification was received to fell two Sycamore trees (T1 and T2) to the rear of 
10 Crown Terrace on the 20th March 2017 

 
ASSESSMENT 

 
The Sycamore Trees are located to the rear of 10 Crown Terrace and front onto 
Wise Terrace. 

 
There are very few trees in the locality and these two Sycamore trees are 

visually dominant within the street scene. They are considered to soften the 
harsh landscape of the local environment and therefore contribute enormously to 
the local public amenity 

 
The trees are considered to be of fair condition and have a life retention span of 

40-100 years. 
 
The Council’s Arboricultural Consultant assessed the trees for their TPO quality 

using the nationally recognised TEMPO method of assessment. The tree scored 
18, the TEMPO assessment decision guide shows scores of 12-15 are considered 

to be defensible and a score of 18 or above is considered to definitely merit TPO 
(if in either case there are no other mitigating circumstances). 
 

In summary the Council considered it expedient to make a provisional TPO under 
section 198 of the Town and Country Planning Act. 

  



Item 11 / Page 2 

OBJECTION 

 
The Council have received 3 letters of objections to the making of the Order. In 

summary the objections are:- 
 

1. Pigeons and their droppings are causing a nuisance  
2. They make a lot of noise in high winds which is disturbing 
3. Falling debris from trees poses a risk for parked cars, property and 

persons 
4. The roots are damaging the boundary wall. 

5. The wall was reported as a dangerous structure to Building Control as a 
result of the trees. Loose bricks have been removed to alleviate the 
immediate danger. 

6. Does not agree that there is a high amenity value 
7. The trees are too big in their locality and should be replaced by more 

suitable trees 
 

KEY ISSUES 

 
The key issues to be addressed in deciding whether or not to confirm the Tree 

Preservation Order are whether the trees are of sufficient amenity importance to 
justify a TPO, and whether the public benefit afforded by the trees outweighs any 
private inconvenience experienced by individuals because of the trees. 

 
The trees are considered to be of significant amenity value within the 

surrounding area.  
 
In response to the objections raised:-  

 
The issue of pigeon droppings and noise caused by high winds is not a 

consideration in determining whether a tree warrants a TPO.  Falling branches 
and deadwood is a risk that comes with all trees and any dead wood can be 
removed in any case. 

 
It is alleged the wall is being damaged by the root mass of the Sycamores. It is 

confirmed Building Control did visit the property in February 2017 and records do 
suggest the trees maybe causing some damage to the wall. 

 
The effect of the TPO is to bring future work to the trees under the Council’s 
control. It will not prevent appropriate work to be carried out to maintain or 

remove the trees if there is clear evidence that they are causing problems to the 
adjacent wall. However, it will enable the Council to require appropriate 

replacement trees to be planted that will continue to be protected by a TPO. 
 
The owners are still able to make an application to fell the trees but will need to 

provide professional justification to warrant the felling of the trees.  
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SUMMARY/CONCLUSION 

 
It is not considered the issues raised in objection to the TPO are sufficient to 

outweigh the significant amenity contribution which the trees make to their 
surrounding area and therefor it is expedient to confirm this TPO. 


