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Appendix 1 

Response from the meeting of the Executive on Overview and Scrutiny Committee Comments – 25 August 2010 
 

 
Item 
no. 

Title 

 
Requested 

by 
Reason Comment to Executive Executive Response 

7 Joint Working 
Group on the 

Strategic Alliance 
with Stratford on 

Avon District 
Council 

 

Liberal 
Democrat 

Group 
 

 
 
 

Labour 
Group 

There are potentially 
very significant 

changes to methods of 
working within 

Warwick District 
Council 
 

The Group had some 
questions, particularly 

about the implications 
of the MoU 

The Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee supported the 

recommendation that the option 
of a shared Chief Executive and 

Senior Management Team not 
be progressed at this time.   
 

The Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee was not in favour of 

restricting the Council to looking 
at shared services only with 
Stratford District Council.  Whilst 

some Members saw Stratford 
District as a natural partner, 

others had considerable doubts. 
 
The Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee agreed in principle 
with the establishment of the 

cross party joint committee, and 
recommended that 
  

(1)   the Memorandum of 
Understanding did not 

include any delegated 
powers and there was 
further clarification as to 

The Executive thanked the 
Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee for their 
comments and 

recommendations and 
accepted the 
recommendation that any 

final decision regarding 
shared services should be 

made by Council. However 
the Executive rejected the 
other recommendation 

from the Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee which 

asked that the 
Memorandum of 
Understanding did not 

include any delegated 
powers and that further 

clarification as to how the 
joint committee would be 
constituted. This was 

declined due to a report 
being submitted in due 

course which would outline 
the operation and 
composition of the Joint 
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how the joint committee 

would be constituted; and 
 

(2)   the final decision on any 

future shared services should be 
made by the full Council. 

 

Committee. 

 

8 Development of a 

Local Enterprise 
Partnership 

Labour 

Group 

The expression of 

interest was generally 
welcomed, but there 
were questions about 

the effects of RDA 
abolition and the future 

sub-regional 
working and impact  
 

The Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee supported 
recommendation 2.1 as long as 
there were links, as and when 

required, with Solihull or other 
areas.  The Committee also 

highlighted the need to 
encourage private enterprise 
which could lead to improved 

employment prospects for 
residents, regardless of their 

educational achievements.  The 
Committee supported 
recommendations 2.2 & 2.3. 

 

The Executive thanked 

the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee for 
their comments. 

 

10 Response to 

Warwickshire 
Local Transport 

Plan 3 
Consultation 

Labour 

Group 

Aspects of the plan 

were welcomed, but 
the Group had 

questions including 
how transport planning 
would fit with further 

work on the Core 
Strategy and town 

centre planning 

The Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee had concerns that 
the Core Strategy had not yet 

been worked out and felt it 
would have been desirable for 
the Transport Plan and the Core 

Strategy to be dealt with 
together.  The Committee 

supported the recommendation 
and wished to highlight aspects 
of the response such as the 

The Executive thanked 

the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee for 

their comments. 
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cycle route between Kenilworth 

and Leamington Spa.  The 
Committee felt that the need for 
strong bus routes was 

something which should be 
supported. 

 

11 Pump Room 

Gardens 

Labour 

Group 

There was support for 

making improvements, 
but questions 
about availability of 

grant funding 
especially if WDC did 

give any guarantees  
 

The Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee had considerable 
enthusiasm for the project and 
was impressed with the success 

of the fundraising to date, the 
speed at which funds were being 

raised and the efforts being put 
in. The Committee supported 
the principle of the Council 

acting as guarantor but 
expressed concern at the 

potential level of expenditure 
required from the contingency 
budget and asked that the 

Executive bear that in mind. 
 

The Executive thanked 

the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee for 
their comments. 

 

12C Consultation from 
the Home Office 

regarding the 
Licensing Act 
2003 

Labour 
Group 

Is the consultation 
intended to be only 

about alcohol licensing 
or also other aspects of 
licensing?  How does 

this process fit in with 
new licensing policies 

being considered by 
Regulatory Committee? 
 

The Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee supported the 

recommendation but asked that 
officers also promote the 
consultation as widely as 

possible amongst the public. 
 

The Executive thanked 
the Overview and 

Scrutiny Committee for 
their comments and 
agreed that Officers 

should be asked to 
promote the consultation 

as widely as possible 
amongst members of the 
public. 
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14 Spencer Yard 

Update 

Liberal 

Democrat 
Group 

 

 
 

Labour 
Group 

The implications for the 

regeneration of this 
part of Leamington and 
the consequent effect 

on the whole District 
 

The Group wished to 
have a better 
understanding of the 

legal situation and 
alternatives facing 

WDC   

The Overview and Scrutiny 

Committee supported the 
recommendations and 
emphasised the importance of 

the regeneration of the area to 
create a Cultural Quarter. It 

hoped that, if necessary, the 
Executive would explore all 
options for future regeneration 

including whether new partners 
were available. 

 

The Executive thanked 

the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee for 
their comments. 

 


