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1. SUMMARY 

 

1.1 This report informs the Executive of the responses to the public consultation 
undertaken last year on the Council’s Core Strategy Preferred Options and seeks 
their approval to undertake further public consultation on potential strategic housing 
development sites that were put forward by developers/landowners in response to 
the previous consultation. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That Executive notes the Report of Public Consultation of the Core Strategy 

Preferred Options attached as Appendix A. 
 
2.2 That Executive approves the undertaking of public consultation on the potential 

strategic housing development sites that were put forward by developers/ 
landowners in response to the previous consultation as identified in Appendix B.  

 
2.3 That the Executive and Full Council receive a draft Core Strategy in accordance 

with the timetable set out in the Local Development Scheme, taking into account the 
responses from the public consultation where appropriate.   

 
3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION 
 
3.1 The Council are required by legislation to prepare a Core Strategy for the District 

and as part of the process of preparation it is necessary to provide opportunities for 
the public to participate at key stages.  Members resolved at the Full Council 
Meeting on June 16th to undertake public consultation on the Preferred Options for 
the Core Strategy.  That consultation was undertaken from July 3rd to September 
25th 2009. 

 
3.2 In line with best practice, a report of public consultation has been prepared in order 

to provide an overview of the consultation and the responses received (attached at 
Appendix A).  It should be noted that this report does not attempt to cover all the 
points raised by respondents during the consultation and therefore must be read 
alongside the consultation database on the Council’s website at:  

 
http://warwickdc.jdi-consult.net/ldf/index.php 

 
3.3 The responses to this consultation have identified a number of issues which require 

careful consideration and further work is required, particularly in relation to 
infrastructure, before the draft Core Strategy is brought back to the Executive.  This 
consultation has also brought to the Council’s attention potential strategic housing 
development sites that could contribute towards meeting the housing requirement 
by being allocated within the Core Strategy.  These sites had not been submitted to 
the Council previously either through the Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment or previous consultations, and were therefore not included within the 
Preferred Options Paper and have not been subject to public consultation.  These 
are sites at Glebe Farm, Cubbington; Loes Farm, Guy’s Cliffe, Warwick; Hurst 
Farm, Burton Green (south of Westwood Heath); land at Campion School/south of 
Sydenham; and two parcels of land off Glasshouse Lane, Kenilworth and are shown 
on plan at Appendix B.  The latter two sites are extensions to sites previously 
consulted on as part of the Preferred Options.   

 

http://warwickdc.jdi-consult.net/ldf/index.php


 

3.4 In order to provide an opportunity for the public to comment on these sites prior to 
the Council’s consideration of the Draft Core Strategy, approval is sought for 
consultation to be undertaken for a period of six weeks from February 2010.  This 
will be undertaken in parallel with the further work referred to above, including the 
assessment of infrastructure capacity.  It must be stressed that the undertaking of 
this consultation does not imply any indication of support by the Council for the 
inclusion of these sites in the draft Core Strategy as strategic housing allocations.   

 
3.5 In addition to the above consultation, officers will also use this period to review and 

update the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) to take 
account of these and other smaller non-strategic sites within the urban areas that 
have been brought to the attention of the Council and may contribute towards 
meeting the housing requirement.  This will include an assessment of the potential 
housing capacity of these sites.  The output from this review and the responses to 
the consultation above will feed into the decision making process for the draft Core 
Strategy in due course.     

 
4. ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED 
 
4.1 The Council could choose not to give the public an opportunity to comment on the 

potential strategic housing development sites, however this would increase the risk 
of the Core Strategy ultimately being found ‘unsound’ by an Inspector due to a lack 
of public involvement in the preparation of the Core Strategy. This may leave the 
Council without a planning framework for the future growth of the District and 
vulnerable to ad hoc proposals for housing development.   

 
4.2 The Council could also choose to extend the period of consultation to eight weeks 

in order to provide more time for comments to be made.  This would have 
implications for the timetable for preparing the draft Core Strategy, and given this is 
a more focussed consultation on specific sites it is not considered necessary to 
extend the period to eight weeks.   

 
5. BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK 
 
5.1 There are no additional budgetary implications resulting from the further 

consultation on potential strategic development sites as this will be undertaken 
using existing staff resources. 

 
6. POLICY FRAMEWORK 
 
6.1 The recommendation conforms with the Council’s Statement of Community 

Involvement, Local Development Scheme and progressing the Core Strategy will 
help achieve many of the targets within the Corporate Strategy and Sustainable 
Community Strategy. 


