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SUMMARY

For many years the council has raised sponsorship towards the cost of providing
floral street displays in various parts of the District. These funds have been aimed at
enhancing the quality of the District by providing floral street displays at a number of
high profile roundabouts, in some borders adjacent to the highway and by the
provision of hanging baskets, tubs and poles in town centres.

At the September O&S Committee meeting additional information was requested
regarding the sponsorship income that was included in HA34 target for 07/08. This
report highlights the sponsorship that Warwick District Council has received in
support of providing floral street displays which are a component of the annual In
Bloom Competition and should have been included in the HA34 figure which is now
no longer reported.

RECOMMENDATION
That members of the committee note the contents of the report.

Support a review of the areas where floral planting currently takes place to establish
where and how more cost effective and sustainable methods of planting could be
introduced without detriment to the quality of the District.

REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION

Changes in the economic climate are likely to impact on the advertising and
sponsorship decisions of companies. As a result the sponsorship received by
Warwick District Council towards floral street displays could be adversely affected in
2009 and 2010. It is vital therefore more cost effective methods of planting are
developed to maintain the quality of the District.

ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED
No alternative options were considered.
BUDGETARY FRAMEWORK

The income received by Warwick District Council in 08/09 from sponsorship
towards Britain in Bloom is £21,875.

The cost of providing floral planting for floral street displays in 2008/09 is expected
to be around £38,000. Given the increase in energy costs the cost of floral planting
is likely to increase significantly over the next few years.

The level of financial support i.e. the difference between sponsorship received and
the expenditure for floral planting has been around £16,000 a year for the last three
years.
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POLICY FRAMEWORK

One of the key objectives of the Council is to deliver a sustainable and quality
environment. Clearly the provision of floral planting and hanging baskets supports
that quality environment. However the cost of providing floral planting in both
monetary and environmental terms has to be considered.

Officers believe that a move to introduce more sustainable planting schemes
should therefore be considered and a review of all the non park areas where floral
planting takes place should be undertaken.

BACKGROUND

The main form of sponsorship which Warwick District Council has received has
come from the sale of hanging baskets / tubs. Details of the sponsorship are set out
in7.2

The table showing sponsorship income received and expenditure on floral planting
over the last three years from all sources is set out below.

Year Sponsorship Expenditure WDC Financial
Income £ Floral Planting £ support £
2006 2007 21,936 38,947 17,011
2007 2008 21,737 35,729 13,992
2008 2009 21,629 38,000 16,371

An agreement between Immediate Solutions and Warwick District Council is

currently in place regarding the sponsorship of roundabouts.

Negotiations are taking place between Warwick District Council and Warwickshire
County Council; who as the Highway Authority are responsible for the roundabouts;
regarding the wider development of this scheme.

A report is planned for the Executive in February regarding the development of the
current agreement with Immediate Solutions.

A report is also planned for February to consider the introduction of more
sustainable floral planting across the District




